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3- Bleſſed be God the Father of our Lord leſus Chrift, the Father ' 


mercies , and God of all conſolation. | 

4. Who comforteth vs in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
—_— them which are in any trouble ,, by the comfort where- 
with we our ſelues are comforted of God, 
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fOHN WING Paſtor of the F791 Church at Fluching, 
1 Zealand,wishethallencreafe of grace,and peace, 
& whatſoever may enlarge all preſeut hap- _ 
Pines 02 earth , and afſure that which 
is eternall , i» heaven, 


MOST GRACIOVS PRINCESSE, 
| NE ED naſmuc h «it pleaſed your moſt 


= cxce//cnt Majelty zo vouchſafe a Gracious 
SS care to the weake Utterance of theſe medita= 
I Rag /101, 1 arm comfortablely encouraged to pre= 
<7 69 [ct a more compleate diſcovery of them, ts 
your Princely eyes , not that I account them worthy (as they 
are mync) of the leaſt looke of Majeſty; but :ruſting who. 
ly zo that clemency & favour, which I hunibly entreate , may 
uhyne from y 0u,vpon this my poore endeavour ;it having (next ta 
the honour of the moſt high Goa) her only reſpect , ana ayme , as 
your Majesties preſent and furture conaition;a true type whey 
of, is here tendered by him , whoſe ſoule doth daily ſue wnto the 
King of Kings,zhat as he hath meaſured vnto , (and you haue 
shared with,) Moſes,and David, mary tribulations inthe en- 
trance of their honour , and renewne , and af ter mace them ſo 
much the more tamous,admired, + victorious:Ss it,might 
pleaſe the ſame Lord to alot yu the ſweete happines of their 
iſſue, which was rest ble(}ed and glorious; to alay the diftaſte of 
that bitter beginning, which (unto nature) ſeemeth (omewhat 
farte, ard greivens ; and together with that peereteſſe greatnes 


which 
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which they enjoyed en earrh ; the (ame glory and joy , which they WE 
poſe in "6 The Great God of heaven arid earthbleſſe;, K*: 
withthe riche# abundance, & combination ef hw rareſt, *Þ# 
«nd beft blesſings, your Royall Head, &Huſband;zour Þ*- 
Highnes,a// your hopeful Plants, c Princely poſterity, Þ- 
_ " #hat your Crowne may yet flourish,your enemyes may ever pt. © 
rich, and you all, may be made mirrours of Majeſty , and 
Royalty, 70 44 generations. 


Your Maje/ties in all duty 
to be commanded, 


10 HN WING. 
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Maiſter Iohn Quarlys.Maiſter Wiltiant 
F Bretheren ot the ſame Society 
lohn Wing , wisherh all preſent welfare, © and proſperity 0 

earth, which may further their future felicity in heaven. 


Owſoever I haue hereto-fore ſaluted 
LU | ms whole ſociety , in that vnfayned af- 
eCtion which I beare vnto you all; yet, 
Z<=—z2—&Dcing in ſome particuler engagements 
more bound to ſome in ſpeciall, then to all in gene- 
rall; I preſume vpon your kinde acceptance of this 
oore manifeſtation of my loue to you, having had 
rge experience of yours, to me. A ſmall token is 


welcome from a true freind ; and I nothing doubt 


but this shalbe the better entertayned, not only be- 


cauſe it is ſent from ſucha one , but alſo , for tharir 


contayneth matter of Adyantage,and that (as I truſt 
Imay boldely ſay) to your ſelues, as vnto thoſe, who 
deſyring , and endeavouring to be of that number 
to whome theſe moſt worthy preiveledges doe ap- 
pertayne , Shall (in your due ſeeking) be right ſure 
toenjoy,thoſe many 8& molt bleſſed benefitts, which 
are here by vs diſcovered, and by God himſelf en- 
tayled, to all his fairhtull ones, for ever. And inaf- 
much as itis noe good decorwm to make along E- 
piſtle, to a litle booke, Iam more breife with you 
then (otherwiſe) myloue would let me be, w i 

CO ( 


Nh 


could mach more enlarge it ſelf, if it were meete(4} 
preſent) ſoe.to doe. But., what is not convenient now 
to ſay to your ſelues, Tshall not ceaſe to vtter inmy | | 
poore requeſts for you ynto him, who is Lord'over | $93 
all, and rich vnto all: To whoſe grace, & loue,l leaus; 
you. and all that are yours,beſceching hjm to enridy 
you with-all th L of his good ſpirit, that may 
giue youa bleſſed, and abundant entrance-into tus 
glorious Kingdome, by IeſusChrift,both your Lord, 
and ours;in whome Ireft | : 


Tours unfaynedty for any good 
to my vimoſt ability. 


1OHN WING 


From my hanſe in Fuhing 


. 


March 7. 1623: 


Jo” ' Tothe (hriflion Reader 
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NES ord inthe Lord, ſeing promiſes 
we gdcht, hd performance'afone” the 
PAY YES only diſcharge that'can Fon 
Ry AA fariſtaction'; Ertmft* (a7 preſemm) de 
FE=z a5 poore debtors oft-times are enfor 
cd , fb p74) where ey cxririctpay , and to entreat 
yet longer time, for that which was due /ong a-goe. Tt 
js neere foure yeares, fince I began to engage my 
ſelf vitto thee}, for the perfeCting of my matrimonial 
treatiſe then (in part) published.. To this day,. I.con- 
eſſe I have not finiched the ſame, for I mett with 
ſuch cumbrance, hynderance, and inconvenience,in 
that tle , which was but as a preface to the reſt, thatT 
durſt not adventiite to fer vpon the'remaynder, 
being the farre greater part. Yet, Tam not out of all 
hope, ere long to doe it ; and in the meane time. L 
thought good to ſend thx Sermon abroad, wherein I 
lave endeavonted the cure;of one'of the, moſt com- 
mon ſores, that hath come to my obfervation in theſe 
evill times; to wit, the hard conceit:;tharnot only the 
wodly doe harbour of Gods-people ,. but zhey of 
tiemſelues, eſpecially if: outward things goe hard 
with thetn' & the-rimes<dve tot fayourtbur diſtaſte, 
nd frowne vpon them. Zcho/de here , a man that was 
tmght of God;to know ſo much of the verv meaneſt 
eſtate of the members of ch77/, that he willingly left 
tobe mizh/y in the worlde,tomake-one among them 
ntheir »wrareſſe, & miſery: and by his practiſe made 
tmanifeft\, that his perfwafion wasquite contrary to 
the bafe opiuton of men, touching thefaints of God. 


mot 


nd if hewereled vneonthisexcetlent eſtimation by- 
extra-- 
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extrarrdinary Infpiration from God is it not extreordiuſÞ © 
pwepicty , tO ie orfſpeake otherwiſe of them? nl + 
_ , foe farreas God did informe the one , Saran doth} * 
inflruare tha other. Reade and ponder theparticwſ | 
Jers, (but fit corred? theſe few errors of the Primer) and} * 
Pray to zhar God for-me,to whome 1 am,and shalbeqy - 
Faitor forthee, for thy preſent, aud future welfare, } 


Farewell in the Lord; in whame.  _ 
I am thyne. | 
IOHN WIN. 
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T. $. asitis, it 1s | 
| S- 1, of penman, of the penman, 
| 29, armuſt, it muſt, 
4. 4. wththele with theſe, 
| 6. 33- he ſecond, the ſecond, | 
23, 23. &deighty, & delights, 
T7. 3. yeedhim, yeelde him, [ 
| x5. 5. Othe, ifhe \ 
La Py 4 MY in his, inks ; 
#, | 21, 4. waththe, with the, | 
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- 65. 29. muſtshall, mnſt be shall, 
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SAINTSADVANTAGE. 
Or 


© The welfare of the Faithfull, in the worſt 
times, 


In a Sermon 
On' 
Heb.rr.26. 
' '— Eteeming the reproach of Chriif greater 
riches then the treaſures 
in Fyypr. 


A T isnot much materiall vnto vs, neither 
WW] RAE will it be worth our time'and labour; to 
. WY: Y>3looke atter the Writer of this:Ep###,ſeing 
it is paſt queſtion that the' #-Gho#f was 
the Author of the ſame. And therefore! wewill not 
trouble onr ſelues or you, with any! needeles and 
fruitles ſearch,what man of God it might be that pen» 
ned it; ſeing we-are throughly perſwaded:that-God 
himſelfinfpired ir;who-having great abundance and 
rariety of divine Secrezayes, might employ whome: he 
pleaſed in-this ſervice,and yet notbe pleaſed tote 
vs who it was, whome he:did employ m the: ſame... 

kis.got the lefle Canonical, or auwhentite, becauſe. we 
wi} 2 "O07 A. call- 


2 | The Saints Advantage, 

. . "cannot tell who wrote it: the matterofit is knowne 
\ © tobe Gods, though no ume of any man of God, be 
prefixed there-vnto. The which, ſince the Lord in 
great wiſdome hath concealed, how can we without 
groſſe folly endeavour to diſcover it? he baving 
thought geodto hydeit, it muſt be thought ca// invs 
to-make enquiric after 1t. 

W hat; cannot a good meſſage of glad tydings be 
welcome from our beſt freind, vnleſſe we ma 
know the meſſengers name that brought it; Or $hall 
not a Parent{ ſrom the King )contayniug matter of 
profit , or preferment ; ora Parden of ſome foule fact, 
be accepred and beleeved, if withall we may not be 
certifyed ( by name ) which ot the Secretaries of State 
did write it? would not all thc world cenſure it for 
vnreaſonable abſurdity ,abſurd imcivility , yea, and 
for moſt vncivill, and inſufferable inſolency,it a man 
Should ftand ypon theſe tearmes with his berters, and 
thus retuſe the meanes of his welfare? were not ſuch 
a one well worthy to be wotul,for want of that which 
he ſo rmporthiy refuſed ? And it thus it be , in theſe 
temporall occurrents , which ean concerne but our 
preſer externall advantage, it muſt of neceſſity beſo 
muchthe more evill,and intollcrable,in theſe ſpirit- 
wall affayres, by how much in them, 'we haue todoe 
with him,whoſe excellency and glory doth ſurmount 
all mens ; and in thoſe, paſſages, which both in'their 
ownenature , and in their conſequence to vs, doe 
infinitely and incomparablely cxceede, all the bene» 
fitts of this preſent life,as being concerning theieter- 
mall, and inconceivable happines .of our whole man 

foreverand ever in the heavens. 


Had any. jiportant point of holy niformation de? 


pen 
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pended ypou the notice of Peg of this part of i #6£ 


{cripture, we should affuredly have knowne who he 
had beene,for we have great reaſon to beleeue that 
ourgood God would not haue witholden any good 
thing from vs,we may therefore well coclude that no 
thing could be gotten by it,ſeing the »»o# wiſe God will 
not let vs know it;and what idle and ſenſeleſſe bufy- 
boayes are we then, to make our felues ſuch worthles 
and ynproffitable worke,as will not pay for thetime 
which is ſpentabour it,nor yeeldany adyantage,if it 
were finished,and the Writer revealed. 

The more arc men to be blamed, (Divines eſpecial- 
ly,8 the be moſt of all) , who make ſoe mucha-doe 
about this particuler,asif the auchority,or mulity of this 
Fyiith lay vpon the Writer, rather then ypon the A«- 
thour of the ſame Ir would weary and tyre any man, 
and make him to mourne in his very ſoule,to fa how 
men of eminent excellency,8& worthy parts, have 
toyled in this z/uler, ( I had almoſt ſayd., 2rimiat) buſi 
nes, diſpurced betweene Papi# and Papi, betweene 
Proteſtant and Papiit, yea, betweene Proteifant and Pro- 
teFant, as ifit were a matter of more then words or 
names(as Gals ſayd) and of ſome mighty conſequen= 
ce, whenas indeed iris not, ncither hath any inferen= 
ec of any force or fruit anexed vato it , whoſe name 
ſoeverit bea re. 

Some. will hane it tobe PAVLS, and for prooff: 
they plzad: r The ftile,and itrayne of it to be ſoe like 
hi: every where, thatit muſt nzedes be his owne here: 
2 The cloſe, or concluſion of this Epiſtle cap-13-2 5. 
being the ſame which Pau/faith he (aluted his freinds, 
and Shutt vpall his Epj/Zfs withall : 3 The authority 


of the Apotle Perer writing (as is thought) tothe He- 
£4 A2 brewes 


4 Phe Se Ints Adtantage; 
brewes ſaying, 2 Per. 3-1 5.1 6.that Pax/ bad written to 


them,s: ſeemeth to point ar this Epiſtle , becauſe of 


the obſcurity &' difficulty of divers things therein: & 
together wth theſe, divers other obſeryable things 
ar: inſtanced, and vrged in the body of the Epiſtle, 
(roo long for vs now to relate) which make much 
probabilty that Paw wrote it. 

Some others againe will not hane it to be Paz, 
butare perſwaded ſome other holy man of God had 
the peaning ofit , and they plead: 1 That his name 
is not toit, whereas Pauls manner was to {et his name 


toalt that are vndoubtedly bis: 2 That,he who wro-. 


te this EZpi/e ſeemeth not to have had the matter 
thereof jrrediarely from God (which Paw evermo- 
re had) but mediately from ſome other, who heard it 
from Chr, as the words cap.z:1.2.3. doe jmport: to- 
gether with ſome other likely paſſages which doe 
zmprooue Pewls penning of it. 

- And this vneceſſary comroverſy bath coſt much time, 
& paines, evenamong men of great learning 8 godli- 
nes, who yet Iam perſwaded, cannot but know, that 
neither the 7»ſcriprions, nor Swbſcriprions of theſe Epiſtles 
which have beene written by ſeverall 4poZks, are, or 
cat in any good reaſon be accounted Scripture , Cone 
fidering how many juſt exceptions may be alledged 
againſt ſundry of both ſorts , to make them miſtru- 
ſted, and ſubjeCt to vndeniable ambiguiry , whereas 

all Sry;pruvre 15 abſolutely infallible. How is it then 
that men lay out their money for that which is not 

Iſa.s5.2. bread? and take ſuch paines for things that cannot 
proffit? Summe vp all the 7rems vrged of either fide, 
what will the 7ora/amount vnto, but this, that inal. 
muchas ſome probability lyeth on cither part, the- 
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feisafſurance on neither. Agzine, adinit 8 ſup poſs 
itwere ſure on one ſide, either the affirmative , that 
t were Paxls, what are we the better, or the wiſer in 
the way to heaven tor the ceartanity hereof ? or on 
the megarine that it was none of Payls, but that Lake 
(as fome thinke) or Barnabas, or Clement (as others 
conceiue) did pen it, what holynes or happines is 
woonne,whenallthisis done ? ſurely none. The m4 
that can come of the former is only this, that we may 
callit [zhe Epitthe of Paul to the Hebrewes| and put his na» 
me into our coppizs , as it is in all others excepr 
one (as one obſerveth). The /ea/? that can come of 
, the latter, is , that we leaue our Paw name, andall 
names , and call it as we finde it, [42 Epi/th ro the He 
brewes} which title or inſcription, being indifferent 
tocither fide,we will reſt in the ſame as it is, without 
further contention or inquiſition , ſeing either Pau, 
orany other name noted before , may be probabehy put 
wand yet /afeh left owt, let vs take it without any atall, 
and ſo proceed from the writer, to the matter contay= 
acd in that which is written, eſpecially in that litle 
parcell which hath beene read, andin the revealing 
wherot, weintend (by Gods grace) to intilt at this 
tine, 
F And thatwe may the better com? tocomprehend 
| what the will and mynd of the Lord is therein , it 
talbe good to goe back a litle,to looke ypon the ge« 
feral ſtate of the whole chapter , and to take ſuch a 
riewof the ſame , as may turther vs in the particuler 
df theſe words. 

And what is this chapter (being well conſidered} 
but a kinde of [amy or abridgment , of the olde Te» 


tanentiu that part therofeſpecially , whichis ie 
A3 rical, 


Prov. 


1Pa.i.7 


Ver To. 
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rcall, and contayneth the diſcovery of things done 
in matter of fact , by thoſe moſt famous worthyes of 
the Lord, the eminency of whoſe faith,and excellen- 
cy ofthe fruits of the ſame , haue here a moſt glori: 
ons remembrance, being lett vpon an everlaſting re- 
cord that cannot faile , but muſt and $shall remayne 
to the bleſſed memorial of thoſe juſt men , the tryall of 
whole faith having beene more precious then 
gold , shalbe found vato (the Lords,an\ their owne) 
raiſe, and honour, and glory , at the appearance of 
leſus Chrilt. nt 14 
Of which worthyes {both men and women) we 
haue here a particuler cata/ozu2, many of them 
being (by #ame) perſonally expreſſed, from the be- 
ginning of the chapter to the zz. verſe : and others 
apparantly included (though ot named)trom thence 
torhe end. And in this cata/ogn? it pleaſeth the ho- 
ly Ghoſt to keepe an excellent decorum , itr att or- 
erly and methodicalldiſtribution of the perſons,ac- 
cording to the times wherein they lived, and the 
Chronolozie of the world , in the moſt famous Periods 
of the ſame vnder the olde Teſtament. | 
It beginneth with righteous Ave// ver. 4.who lived 
not long after the creation (being the ſecond from 
Adam) and goeth on from him to Exch the ſeaventh 
from Adam(as Inde call's him:) and from Emnech to Noah, 
and ſoe finisheth the firſt famous period of the 
world, from the Creation, to the Food; and begin's the 
ſecond from the flood to Abrahams, and the reſt of 
thoſe peereleſie Parriarchs, who lived after the Fu, 
and before the Za till Moſes; who overliving them 
all, did finishthe ſecond famous period from the 
Find to the giving of the Law, and made entrance it- 
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The Faithfulls welfare. od 
to the third, from Moſes & the Law given, to the time 
of the ldges: and ſoc from thence-forward to the 
change of the civi'l goverment ofthe 7ewes,trom 1we- 
ger to Kings: and vnder their Kings , both during the 
time of their ſct]:d and peaceable fare, and alſo 
thence, vnto thoſe interrupted and miſerable dayes 
where-11 captivity prevayled; bothat theo #, inpars 
to their diſturbance once,and againe fora time; and 
at the lait to the terall and finall, downetall and over- 
throw of that nation , as touching any vifable tace 
cither of ac:24/, or an eccleſiafticall eſtate. 

Now 1n this Campe Rojal/, of ſuch as are heye num» 
bred, named, and made glorious by the notable 
fruits of their faith;ſome haue renowned themſelues 
(as ſervants) a&vely by doing, others have beene ap- 
prooved (as ſouldiers) paſſvey by ſuffering; but Uo 
(beivg, the #747 meant 1n our rexr) is truly interefled 
into cither condition , and bath made dewble declara- 
tion of his faith, in both kindes of thoſe things that 
are reported of him, for we finde both what he die, 
and vw hat he exdurcd, and ſoe wuch of either, as doth 
manifeſt him for one of the rareſt mirrours among 
thoſe many, who are muſtered and magnified .here, 
to: have foug ht the gocd fohr of faith ; and that, in 
all thoſe occurrents that came to paſſe (on his part) 
either before //rae/vent ont of Egyps, or after ; for 
within one of theſe two computations of time , allis 


. -cemprehended which is recorded -of him, and for 


which he is here applauded by the holy Ghoſt. 

The powertull worke of faith appearing in him 
before the JF ac/ites departure from vnder Pharaoh,had 
a !woſo/de operation. 

1, While he was yet a Cearrier, (and great in Court 
A4 too) 


- 


T. 


2, 
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too)being for ſoc long timethe adopted, and repn; 1 
ted ſon of Pharaohs daughter , in which time faith 


wrought in his hart a gracious reſolution, to giue over 
that glorious condition. 
2. When he put this reſolution into praftiſe, ca« 
fting of the Cowrr, and forſaking Ezypr for a ſeaſon, 
*andafterwards returning by warrant from. God, 
” fand as the Lords Ambaſſadour) to worke out the 
-. peoples freedome : and theſe paſſages are parti- 
- culated vnto ys, in the 24.25.26.and 27: verſes, 
The further efficacy wherein his faith shyned,; 
after he had left Egypraltogether ,8 was gone hekcs 
with Gods people, is evident in ſuch relation as is 
made therof, ver.28. 29. | 
Ourtext is apart of the former power of his faith, 
while he was yet in EZgype,wherein, (and that while he 
was yeta great Peere, among theſe Pagans) the Lord 
mightily, and exrrc0ra7narily , wrought in bim jmame- 
diately by himſelt, without all ordinary meanes {that 
man can;jmagine) this great grace of Farch , which bya 
holy kinde of heavenly. and divine vro/exce,, enforced 


him to theſe 3. things which lye in theſe 3. verſes. 


x. Torelinquish and renounce his whole eſtate, 

+ withall the  honouxs:, and advantages annexed 
therevnto:,all which, although he had long enjo- 
yed-them,.and they were many and great,at pre- 


. ſent; and might ( pofably) baue beene much grea- 
) 


tcraftarward, through the hope of his further ri- 
fing by» meanes of the favour of Pharachs donghter, 
yet faith make's nothing of theſe mighty things, 
but he treely forſaketh all, and willingly rcfuſeth 
to be called or accounted her Son, ver.24, ; 
2; To chuſe (in ſivad ct this xejeted hononrees 
roy al 
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royalty) the miſerable and moſt afflited ſtate of 


the __ of God, who were in the greateſt ſlaye- 
ry, and vndcr the moſt greivons tyranny that 
could be, ver.2s. 


3. Tojudge and cenſure (and that with a righ- 3. 


teous judgment) both his former practiſes of refw- 

ſmg and cling, tobe lawtull , and good, and well 
pleaſing to the Lord, ver. 26. 

And this #hjrd is the only thing, where with we 


haue todoe,yet betore we enter vpon it in particuler, ry;rh 

we haue one obſervable thing to note in the general, ought 
to wit; That thoſe graces which are jmmediately, ex7xaor- 
and extraordinarily wrought in man by the Lord, Jjnariy. 


doe carry mans hart extraordinarily towards the 


Lord. It God worke faith extraordinarily in Abrahams 
he will leaue his conutrey ; he will ſacrifice his ſon, 


&e any thing , dey nothing , at Gods command. Ifin 
IMoſes he will leaue all rhe honour , and riches, and 
happines ia the world, and expoſe himſelf to any mis 
ſery,danger, and infamy tor the honour of God. The 
ſame might be ſayd of /sſeph,ot £/ther,and many other, 


whoſe m_ haue yeelded rare & wonderfull fir, 


becauſe they ſprung from more then an ordinary 
roote. The more jmmediate any mans graces are 
from God, the more admirable are the mamitfeſta- 
tions of thoſe graces betore God. 


But we intend not to ſtay here: let vs therefore 7 he parts 
ſet forward to this zhird ette&t of Moſes taith in the of the 
words of the 26.yer: (contayning the eltimation of 7ex7+ 


his ſayd acts) andin them, we haue to conhider 3, 
things. 
1. The guide and ground of this his eſtimation, to 
wit, FALLH; notcommon ſenſe , nor carnall rea- 
B ſon, 
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ſon, for neither of theſe would haue endured any 
ſuch proceedings. 

2, 2. Thethings eſteemed, towit, the reproach of 
Chriſt, and the riches of Egypt,and theſe being ballan- 
ced by fairh, and layd one , againſt the-other , the 
former is found to be much better, and farre be. 
yond the latter: 

3- 3. The reaſon of this his opinion, which ariſeth 
not from any reſpect of things preſe ne and ſen/ible, 
but only and wholy trom the happy apprehenſion, 
andafſurance that he had of that i»wi/ib/e , and inf- 
rite recompence of reward Jayd vp for thoſe who 
can forgoe all rhings for Gods glory. 

And theſe are the parts of this verſe ; touching 
which,we shall not neede to make any ſtay ypon the 
interpretation of any of them , there beingnoeob- 
ſcurity, or ambiguity, but all being eaſy ww. open to- 
the meanecſt capacity : we will therefore haſten to- 
the matter of inſtruction. which they doc adminiſter: 
vnto vs.. | 

A ſocci- And here, in the very firſt word [ ZZeeming](inal- 

ell pro- much as his faith made him thus to effceme) we might 

xerty of Note vnto you, one excellent property, and power: 

Li), Oftrue faith, which is, toalter the mynde , opinion, 
aud judgmentof man from thatit was , tonching the: 
world', and all things therein ; to efteeme the beſt 
things thereinſoe baſe asto preterre, and chuſe the 
baſeſt eſtate-in the world, betore that which in the: 
eyc ofthe world isthe beſt. 

Time was, that. Moſes could make vſe of, and po- 
{eſſe the honours of Zgypr , for forty yeares together, 
but now (vnto faith) affliction is better then promo- 
tion, flavery then honour; he will rather be a captive 

with, 
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with Gods people ,then a gallant courtier, even the 
ſon of a Kings dangi1ter: he is now otherwiſe con- 
ceited, opinonated, and perſwaded then before he 
was; Faith hath ſoe altered the caſe with him,that he 


is nothing ſomynded as he was. 


It is no marvell that the holy Ghoſt oppoſeth /azrh, 
and {cxce,and that the Apoſtle ſaith, [we wake by faith, 
41nd not by ſight | tor they looked not on things that 
were ſcene, but lived by faith, which fedit ſelf, and 
faitened them, on things not ſecn-, and ſoe they ac» 


Cor. 


counted and judged all things baſe and vile, yea #ſe ply/;.8. 


and 4uzg, (ycaas moſt loathſome and excecrable ex- 
crements, as the word fignityes: ) and could well 
brooke to have themſelues accounted the baſe of- 
ſcouring of all things,through the excellency of faith 


_ that was4in them. 


Let no man vainely boaſt of this y-rtue, or jma- 
gine he hath himſelf poſeſt of this finguler grace, to 
whoſe mynde, judgment, and, eſtimation, all things 
are not ſoe 7” ak, abhominable, t2at he can (being 
—_ it by God) moſt willingly abandon, and ab- 

orre all riches and glory ; and trecely take yp all at- 
fliction, wretchednes and miſery; yea, and rather (as 
our Moſes here) make a good choyſe of the worf,then 
make an ill yſe of the be, that the world can afford, 
True faith (where it is) is of a noble, heroicall, hea- 
venly, and divine diſpoſition, and carryes the hart of 
mai iuto hizh contempt of the things which before he 
had inhirh/*e/feeme, ſcorning inthe leaſt , to ſtor pe 
to the greateſt and moſt glorious lure , that caii be 
offred ot the things that arc below , & doth diſdayne 
to looke after thoſe adyantages which are moſt 


deare'vnto others. 
| ! B 2 Bu& 
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But we rauſt not dwell here neither, neitherisit 
our preſent -purpoſe to proſecute this point, but to 
ſet  izaa vnto that whereon we intend {by Gods 
grace) toinfiſt: and that is taken from the ſecond confi. 
deration ; which is of the things eſteemed , and they 
(being compared one with another) the [reproach of 
Chriſt is found farre to exceede,and to be much bet- 
ter, then the 'zreaſares in Ezypr.] From wence the 
mayne thing which we haue to learne for our in- 

ſtruction is thus much. 

That the worſt eſtate sf a childe of God, us better, then the 
beſt eſtate of any wihed man. 

Note it well ; we-ſay and avouch, that the worſt e» 
ſtate of Gods childe, 15 better then the beſt of a wic- 
ked man. 

For the better vnderſtanding and beleeving of 
which point, becauſe at /5///izhr,it may ſeeme a ſtrang, 
Paradexe, and a propoſition jmpoflible to be true; it 
Shalbe neceſſary before we come to proue the ſame, 
toexplane it before you, and to giue all men to vn- 
derſtand , what we meane by the wer/t e/fate of Gods: 
childe, and by the be#e#are of a wicked man. 

And (1n a word) thus we meane : that , looke what 
the world (that is, the men of the worlde) doe 
eiteemeand judge (on the one part) to be the mea- 
neſt and moſt miſerable ſtate of any good man : and 
alſo what they themſelues doe againe conceive {on 
the other part) to be their owne moſt happy and 
comfortable condition, that /on either part) we in- 
bend in this our inſtruction. | 

Now all men. doe Know , that the world doth re- 

te, affliction, diſgrace, tyranny, perſecution, and 
all Kinde of cruelty, and flayery , tobe the vphape 

Pee 


very thing goes with him as he would haue it , and all 
things ſettle vpon him to his ſoules content - this is 


it. And this is that we account the beſt of the one;and 
the worſt of the other , even that , which themſelnes 
doeaccount foe , we aſke no other interpreters of 
our meaning, then the men of the earth, in their or- 
dinary and vniverſall opinion. 

And of theſe eftates being thus vnderſtood , we 
are to proue, and make good, that the former [being 
the wor/?) is better to achilde of God , then the latter 
(beinz the beſt) can be: to any vngodly man: yea, that 
the very gall and wormewood, and the moſt bitter 
and envenomed things which the world can giue the 
goldly to drinke; are happier, and more holſom? to 
digeſt, then the ſweere/# portion of their cup, who are 
mgodly, when it is filled vp to the brym, and run- 
ning over with all the rareſt, and moſt pleafant com- 
poſitions which the: world ,can powre into: it, of all 
minnerof delicacies anddeights that are to be deſi- 
red, either for pleaſure,or for proffit, or for honour, 
or for eaſe; or for oughrelſe, which may take vypand 
bewitch the mynde of a worldly man. Andthus our 
mzaning' being explayned, the matter remay neth 
tow to be proved. 

Thefull confirmation wherof, will ſoone ariſe out 
ofthe due conſideration of our text , and the true 
tents of the ſam? , in caſe we take ſuch true no- 
lweofthem 1s we ought. 

Were there noother man but Mes , no other evi- 
| BJ cen» 
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pieſt caſe a man can poſlibly be in : and on the other 
fide, the honour, wealth, proſperity, and abundance 
ofall things which the hart of man can wish , when e- 


adjudged the happieſt ſtate of him,or them that haue 
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dence orexample to make goad the point but he: 
fore, in that which he hath here done ; he only were 
able toavouch the truti we teach againlt all gayn:(«- 
yers whatſoever ; inaſmuch as we finde his practiſe 
to be of worthy approbation with God,and alſo wor- 
thy to be a molt worthy preſident vato vs from 
God, and that it is recorded, not only for hs commen. 
dation, but for owy jmitationallo: in which ac of his let 
vs note theſe particuler and finguler paſſages, which | 
may leade ys the more to belecue the truth we are to | 
confirme, | 
T. Fir#t, howhe was brought into the favonr of Phe 
raoh, to wit, by a ſtrange and extraordinary provi- . 
dence of God , diſpoſing his parents there to hyde | | 
him , where the daughter of Pharcob muſt diſcoyer t 
him, and in diſpoſing her hart (having found him) to I 
commilſerate the ababl and helples condition of - | © 
this torlorne and deſolate infant,whome his ownefa- 
ther and mother durſt not owne, or acknowledge, W 
but being the Kings decree enforced to caſt him out, fe 
the Kings daughter is directed by the Lord to pitty, h 
him for the preſent, and to provide to haue him nur. by 
ſed and nurtured, as her owne ſon, by adoption, for | * 
time to come. ar 
2. Secondly, being thus adopted by her , and nurſed, | ** 
(by his owne mother as the almighty did order and | © 
manage it) she tooke further care and order for his | 3 
education ſoc, as he might be made meecte for ho- pl 
nour and advancement in her fathers houſe and ſer- 
vice ; whereas $he might haue bronght him vp, in he 
ſome baſe and (er-ile manner, according to rhe qua- | * 
lity ofa caprives childe, yea, and the Lord filled him 
with ynderſtanding and capacity ts become _ 
ed 
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Thirdh, being thus qualityed,he came toeminency —_ 


and grew great in court ; Pharaohnot refuſing to pre- 
ferre him , though he could not but (in all likely- 
hood) know him to be an Zbrew childe; and his pre- 


ferment ſceme's to be to ſome great office of worth, 


and revenew , and that brought him in abandance of 


wealth;why elſe, are the treaſures of Egypt (on Moſes 
part) oppoſed to the reproach of Chriſt ? it may be 
he was Lord Treafurer of Egypr. (who can tell the con- 
trary? ) 


full forty yeares, which length of time did ſoe ſeaſon 
him in the ſweetnes of what he had, as might (in all 
reaſon) make him. moſt Ioth, and. ynwilling to leave 
the ſame. 

Fifty, having thus long enjoyed all this favour , he 
was free to holde it ftillif he would, no mandoth ba- 
fely vndermyne him by ſuborning Pharach againſt 
him , or by detection of him to haue beenea baſe E- 
brew brart from the beginnin os ſoc toenrage the 
King againſt him for that he had crept in thus farre, 
and kept in thus long; neither is any thing attemp= 
ted by any man, which might make Moſes to be dif- 
content with his preſent ſtate,and ſoe reſolue in a hu- 
mor to leaue it, but he might hold. what he had at his 
pleaſure, even for perpetuity. | 

Sixth, adde to all theſe , that if he will be going, 
hence, either Feypr wilbe to hott for him, or if he will 
tarry therein, and joyne himſelf to his owne people, 
ie could nor but ſee Pharaohs tyranny,and theire mi» 
try much encreaſing. 

B 4 Therc 


Wh . ++ 
| Fourthly, being thus inveſted into honour , and 
wealth, he continued therein for no ſmall time, but 
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Their burdens heavier, 
Their taſkma#ters feircer, 
Their bondage ſorer, 

And his owne among them, (if he will neede's 
make one) to be more extreame and extraordinary 
thenall the reft, becauſe he left ſoe much honour, 
and caſe, and wealth , willingly tocome to calamity 
©'were pitty (would Pharaoh ſay) but he should hane 
enough of it. that wes ſoe willing to it, and therefore 
let him (of all men) be moſt vexed, perſued ando 
preſſed aboue others, who was ſoe wittles that he 
could not tell, when he was well, and tarry in that 
happines which was ſoe graciouſly and freely con- | 
ferd vpon him,and wherein he might haue continued 
{through the Kings kindnes and grace) the longeſt 
day of his life, and would not. 

—_— (with ſome others moe , that might be 
inſtanced) being layd together on a heape, doe make 
vp mighty evidencein the eye of carnall reaſon to 
condemne Moſes of manifeſt folly in iorſaking his pre- 
ſent ſtare, and following this courſe whereynto he 
betooke himlſelt at this time. | 

But bring them all (8 all that can be pleadedto 
the ſame purpoſe) & let faich looke vypon them, that 
which was a 210m before, is not ſoe much as a mod 
now, nor worthy in any wiſe to be reſpected ; this 
one grace melts all theſe great things into meere 
nullitzes, and make's nothing of every thing that was 
betore yrged to this end: neither the kindnes of the 
Kings aanghter,nor the favour of che King her father, not 
all the great things he got by both, nor his loug kee- 
ping of them,nor his vadoubted danger,8: ifgrach 
in leaving them,nor cyery of theſe alonenor ate 

r 


le, and to shewit, the holy Ghoſt doth witnes, that 
E did willingly chuſe the one, and ref the other, 
being not forced (by flesh and blood) toeither, that 
ſoc the power of faich might fully & freely expreſle it 
ſelfe in beth; againit all apprehenſions , and objec- 


tions of man whatſoever. 


And why should he haue done thus, if he had not. 


knowne our defrineto be a moſt yndeniable truth? 
and how came he to know ſoe much, bur by the ex- 
traordinary inſtin&t of Gods jmmediate illuming« 
tion? who revealed thus much to him and gaue him 
both faith to belecue it , and coſcience to doe itaccor- 
dingly , in ſpyte of whatſoever might be ſuggeſted to 
the contrary. And why should not we fully aſſent ts 
the trurh herof , ſeing God hath gone before vsindiſ. 
covering .and this man of Ge in doing, the ſame?eſpe- 
cially ſc1ng befides Moſes praCtiſe , Geds approbation, 
doth warrant vs; the Lord hath ſet to his hand (as it 
were) and confirmed, and commended this act of 
Moſes vnto vs, as a fruit of that holynes and piety, 
which »«« in him, and 5hou/4 be in vs, whoare come 
maunded to follow the faith of ſuch, as (by Gea) are 
well reported of vnto vs, as this manis, who hath a 
moſt ſavoury name, in the middeſt of this ſacred ca« 
talogue , wherein ſoc many faints of rare note, are 
recorded into vs,and as much{(if not more )is ſpoken 
of his faith, then of many others, and more of this 
one fruit of the ſame, then of all the reſt, 
So that, that which is here written-of this man; 
fo C doth 
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them together , could doe any thing with Moſes, bur 
he is reſolute, (by faith) to forgoe the beſt eſtate the 
earth could yeed him, that he might partake: with ;- 
the worſt, and moſt wofull condition of Gods peos- ' 
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doth ratiſy the matter we haue in hand , his practiſe 
(thusconſidered as we hane fayd) is plenary proote 
of ourpoinr ; it had beene apparant vanity, and gyd.- 
dynes, not any power, or truth of godlines in him, 


- BFhe had not done thus by Goas direction , whoby 


his ſpirit informed his mynde, and conformed his 
praQife, and /by both}: confirmed this vndoubted 
truth vnto vs: otherwiſe, it might haue well bene 
thought; he was more brayne-/ick then obedient, and 
beene lead trom this glory, to that miſery, by Fenzy, 
rather then by fairh. But taith made glorious things 
vile, and vile things glorious ynto him, and foe he 
left the berrer ſtate which was (jndeede) the worſe, and 
choſe the worſe, which was (jndeede) the bertey, thar 
all menmight learne to know the lawfullnzs of his 
eartiage herein, and the conſcience of their owne, if 
in any ſuch like caſe, God call them vnto the like 
—_ | 
-.. Nowif beſides this of Moſes, we should muſter vp 
more examples:othisend, it were molt caſy, (but 
not very neceſſary) foe to doe: this chapter would: 
furnish vs with a multitude of thoſe that baue (in like 
manner) done worthily, and beenc famous., tor this. 
gery thing. > 20s | 
What thinke you of Abraham: , how were his 
thoughts, how ſtoode his hart this way ?- was he not: 
well inghis owne countrey ?:could a man be better, 
then todwell in his owne free-land , and to haue foe 
great atundance as he had of all good things? yet: 
he muft leaue all this fee-/ple, and whatfocver he 
had vpon it,to goe he Kknowe $s not whither, only this: 
he knowes, tbat-whither foe ever it is, he hath nota. 


faore of gtound, nor any thingatallthere, but muſt 


come: 
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eome from a rich inheritance,and-greateftats,where 
he might commaund ; to ſojourne and be entertay* 
ned asa ſtranger vpop curtely where he could get 
foode and lodging tor his money. And this he didat 
Gods command of his owne accord and vnconſtray- 
ned, allooneas he heard he did obey, which he had 
noreaſon atall to have done,if faith had not farniched 
him with this perſwaſion , and fwrthered him to this 
practiſe: had he not knowne the mor# place and ſtate 
God called him v-to, to haue beene incomparably 
better then the be/f God called him Form ; he had ne- 
yer ſtirred his foote; but being convinced of this 
truth, and mooved of God, he went willingly out, as 
one that knew well, the worſt that he could goe 
ynto to witnes his obedience as a child of God, 
would proue more happy to him, thenall hecould 
@1joy and poſeſle vpon others tearmes. ny 
It were but a fruitleſle filling vp of time , to adde 
more examples toa thing ſoe evident, and vndenia- 
ble as this truth is, we will therefore pafle from 


theſe, to the reaſons of the doftrine, to vnderſtand . 


why theſe things are ſoe, and how they come+-ta 


paile; and herevnto we haue the more reaſon,becaulc . 


this that we teach , ſeemeth to be againftall, resſon, 
and ſence, that man can commonly. conceive, 

I doe freely proteſſe when #71 apprehended it 
in my hart, it appeared like a ſtrang Paradoxe tomy 
ſelt, a point, incapable of truth, jmpoſlible to be be- 
leeved; and therefore 1 doe not wonder that .it 
Should be ſoc hard of digeſtion to corrupt nature, 
and carvall reaſon, and that it will not downe with 
ſo: many : Nature cannot entertaine it, it i$ grace that 


wit firſt rectify nature', and'thew certily'it herof: 
fi, C2 I3T%1: 2 The 
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The Lord neyer put this opinion into any mans hart, 


nor vrged the practiſe of it at his band , before he 
had refyned his vnderſtanding from the drofle and 


 dotage, ignorance, and error , wherewith it ſtand's 


defiled by corrupt nature : let vs then ſtop the 
meuth ; yea, the breath, of flesh and blood , and open 
the _ of the ſpirit of God, and giue free yent 
vnto them, and they will ſoone shew vs the way (and 
that by good reaſon too) to be throughly poſeſſed 
of this point of truth, and that it is moſt worthy to 
becreddited of vs, and embraced by vs. 

And the reaſons inducing vs herevnto, doe ariſe 
out of the due conſideration , of a doubt concluſion, 
which we will propound and proue vnto you, that 
you.may carry them in mynde evermore, as go/zen & 
moſt precious remembrances , worthy to be engra» 
yen deepely and perpetually, in our harts, that necjy 
ther $4342, nor the world, might ever raze them out, 


Two Con ur that they might remayne with vs all our dayes, 


Cluſ1ons. 


Te 


2. 


of the lattcr, 


even till death. And the corclw/ions are theſe iwo. 
1. Noe eftate can be e-4 to a childe of God, but 
even his worſt , is zoed for him, yea be vnto him. 
2. Noe eſtate can-be good to a wicked man , but 
' even his be#f is evillto-him, yea wor# tor him. 

The very wor# prouc's well to a godly man, and 
bad is the bc#, tothe vngodly. And in the cleare 
confirmation of theſe two cenciu/ions, the reaſons of 
our dottrine-will moſt evidently ariſe vnto vs, forit 
cannot but follow, yea flow moſt naturally in the 
courſe ot all found argumentation, thar, it the one's. 
evill be goed to him , and the others geod become evil 
to him;'then muſt themcanett eſtate of the former, 
be miichmore excellent, then the greateſt OY 


_ fayes the propoſition is true, that what come's 
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. Now either of theſe Concly/jons reſteth vpon vn= 
deniable prooffe and demonſtration, 

For the #7 thus : That eſtate which cometh ynto 7- Cex- 
achilde of God, accompanied wgth the infinite lone <//ox. 
wiſdome, goodnes, and power of God, muſt neede's Prooved. 
be beſt vato him : Burt his worſt eſtate cometh thus | 
ypon him : Therefore ir muſt needes be beſt to him. 
Nothing here is ſo much as queſtionable ; for fence 


ſoe,come's well. And the word of God in the evidence 
thereof, and the worke of Gedin the experience there- 
of, vpon all his afflicted one's, faith the ſecond is as 
true; the zhird (then) muſt iſſue vndoubtedly our 
of them borh. 

Againe , that eſtate which worketh towards the 
furtherance of our be/? good of all, muft needes be beſt 
for vs; But the worſt, the moſt wotull, and diſtreſſed 
ſtate of cvery childe of God doth worke for the be##: 
therefore it is be# for him. In this argument all is 
found, for no man can doubt of the #7 propoſition, 
and the Apoftle putt's the ſecond out of doubt, where [ 
he faith [ 47 :hi»gs, (and there he comprehend's the _ i 
worſt things the world can yeeld) ———_— for the Rod .28. || 
be#:] the conclu/jon then come's in otit ſelte, And foe 
the #7/ ground 1 cleare. p N 

For the ſecond thus. That eſtate: which doth foe oo © 
harden mans hart, that he becometh thereby leaſt | _ "7 ſi! 
capable of mercy, and moſt lyable to jwFice, (aud ſoc ©" — rm 
furthereth his yrmoſt confuſion, and eternall over- 
throw) muſt of neceſlity be the wor/# for a man that till 
may bee: Buta wicked mans be/# eſtate doth thus: [i 
Thereforeeven his be/ eſtate is miſerable. to him.' No- Ut 
man can with any colour queſtion the fri propolis 
7 C3 Long, 
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tion ; and God giue's vs ſound confirmation of the 
Pr.1.32 ſecond, where he ſaith [caſe {ryeth the foolich, and the profpe« 
rity of. fooles deitroyeth them: | here, by the [foole] we muſt 
yaderſtand the yngodly man, and by | preferity] all 
- that which hejudgzth moſt happy to himſelf in this 
litz. Now if nothing bring a wicked man ſooner to 
deſtruction then that which he moſt affeteth, and 
defireth; ſurely, the ſame is wor/* of all for him. 
Againe, that muſt neede's be a mans worſt eſtate 
which is »»9/? accurſed of God toa man : But a wicked 
mans be/# eſtate is »0## accurſed of God vnto him : The« 
refore his beſt eſtate cannot bs but wor/# vnto him; 
The #7/ propoſition is eaſy, and evident (of it ſelf) 
Dew. 27. to be belceved: The ſecond is avouched by Moſes, 
#7.19. where he curſeth in the name of the Lord [all rhe,en- 
creaſe , and ſtore, and fruit of a wicked man , whether of hut 
body, or beaſ#,or ground] now it his encreaſe be accurſed, 
then the more he hath, the more accurlſed he is,and 
as either himſelte, or any thing he bath aboundeth, 
loedoth the curſe of God abound with it; if he grow 
from hunareths to thouſands, foe alſo doe his curſes 
Mals,z, Puitiply from the Lord who hath curſed the blſſings of 
72 eve odly perſon. And it is to b ked, (454 
ry vagodly perion. And it is to be marxed, ( 
Nate, Wt remarkable ewrſe) that he is not curſed in the want 
of truit, or barrennes of þ:is body, beaſts, or ground; 
for that would every common man account a curſe 
indeede, but, he is accurſcd in the poſeflion, and 
proſperity, and growth of theſe things; and this is a 
more woeful, by how much itis a more wonderfull curle, 
that a man Should haue ſoe much, and be ſoe. much 
the more vnahappy by having it. So then, if thus it 
be, then is a wicked mans b-/eſtate worſt tor him, be» 


cauſc it is moſt accurſed rohim, = 
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And thus theſe 7s concluſions ſtand vpon cleare and 
vnqueſtionable grounds, and are jmpregnable tru- 
thes, and being ſoe, our mayne 4#&rine muſt needes 
iſue from them both ,as naturally as water from a 
fonnrtaine; and that thus. | 

Itnoeſtate can be cvill vnto a good manbuteven 
his wor# is good vnto him ; and (on the contrary) if 
no eſtate can be good to a wicked man, but even his 
be#tis evill to him;why then, it muſt needes come to 
paſſe, that the wor eſtate of Gods childe is bezrer then 
the beſt of ary wicked man: But both theſe haue 


beene abundantly proovyed, and therefore the truth 


we teach, is fully confirmed; for can any man ſoe 
much as once doubt atall, whether the meaneſt good 
eſtate be to be preferred to the greateſt that is evil? 
or demurre whether he should chuſe of the zwo, (if 
he were put to it) 4 poore and perplexed condition 
which may helpe him toheaven, or a proſperousand 
opulent eftate, which would haſten him to hell? Cear- 
tainely this queſtion would ſoone be affoyled , if it 
were put to any man (had he but common fence) ro 
be determined , for even naturall reaſon would gme 


quick reſolition,that the wor? of that whereby ami _ 


might be happy , were to be choſen and preferred, 
before the beſt of that which will procure a mans: 
miſery. 

Why then, the w/? of the one being ſe gvod, and' 
the be? of the other ſoe bad, we cannot but yeeld to: 
our docFrine,being overcome by vndeniable evidence 
both of example, in him that harh tryed botheltates 
by his owne experience; and of reaſon , approoving' 
that which he /vyon trvall) had practiſed. in retuling. 
the bet of the one, to chooſe the wor/? of the other. 
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So that ifwe will beleeue eithcr Moſes (who is the tnan } 


that hath doneit) to evidence the truth of his faith, 
or God, who hath magnityed Moſes in that which he 
hath done, to be truly taithfull, our n1yndes muſt be 
throughly ſetled in the aſſured perſwaſion of what 
we hauc ſos plainely propounded, and prooved ſoe 
plentifully, and hold it faſt vnto our owne harts, as 
our duty to doe the like , it-the Lord s$hall caſt any 
the like occafion vpon vs, and call ys forth, totry, 
and declare our faith, by being put to the practiſe 
of this truth, to ſee whether we will ſoc eſteeme the 
reproach of Chri#, and the perſecution of the ſaints, 
that we will giue over and abandon, the rich2s of the 
earth , andrhe pleaſures of jin, ro embrace the bitternes 
of thoſe that are beloved of Goa, before theiſweeteſt 
delicates of thoſe who are abhorred of him. A time 
may come, when it may be our turne cither to a- 
vouch this doctrine by our conformity therevnto, 
or deny the Lord who hath avouched it to be his 
truth. And curſed -are they who ſtand convincedin 
conſcience, of any truth of God, whereynto they re. 
fuſe to yeelde #bedience. 

We hould doe well then to doe (as the wiſe man 
faith all wiſe men doe) to wit, [/ay »p knowledg | even 
the knowledg of this particuler, to bring it into 
praCtiſe , that our —_ works ſuitable to it, may 
make good, this word of God which hath shewed it 
to'vs, and that therein , every man may become 
Moſes,to be thus faithfull before the Lord, as he was, 
in this thing. 

And that we may be the better brought vnto it, 
and haue our naughty harts the more happily pro- 
yoked to the holy purpoſe of this heavenly _ 


The Frithfulls welfare: 2F 


let vs now proceede from the apparant proofe of 
the point, to the powerfull application of the ſame, 
yato all ſuch, ynto whome it doth , or may any way 
appertaine: zhaz z,all ſorts of men, both goodand bad, 
ſaints and ſawers;fomerhing it hath to ſay vnto either 
of them ſeveralh, a ſunder , and ſomething to them 
both, zoymh together. There is very litle truth (ifa-. 
ay at all) that Ges reyealeth, but it looke's every 
way , andis of ſome jmportant conſequence to alt 
perſons whatſoever, if the ſappe aad juyce of it be 
prefſed and wrung out, asit ought to be. 


Let vs then in the #r# place conſider of what vie er. 
it is ro Gods owne people, and what fruit of com- Comfers 
forr his bleſſed and beloved ones, doe recejue from zo Gods 
the ſacred truth which we hane ſowen, tor nothing children 


but heavenly joy, & ſweete conſolation, can be rea- 
p:dand carryed in, to them from any thing which 


- the Lord hath revealed trom heaven; for it is writ- 
ten, [4ght 5,ſowen for the righteous, and joy for the vpright in Pſ.g7.1 


Ye. 


And (to ſpeake asthe truth is) what childe of God 


_ ean ſpeake of this truth, or heare of it being ſpoken, 


without ſolace to his very ſoule, it he haue faith to 
belzenc the ſame?ceartainly, if we be not comforted 
by it, itis only becauſe weare not confirtned in it; 
were we well rcſolyed of it, we could-not but re- 
Joyce in the afſurance therof. 

For why? what is it that trouble's and perplexe's 
a childe of God, bur his preſent eftate of miſery and 
diſtrefſe; and the worſe a mans miſery is, the more 
wotull 1s our diſtraction through the ſame, and when 
it come's to the wer/f, many times we grow trom di- 


graction'to deſperation, and begin to throw our 
D {clues 
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ſelues into forlorne and hopeles and infernall cons 
ccits touching our preſent condition, and to giue 
over both our ſelues, and all expectation of eyer 
being any more 4-4 8 preſent'clowd of our ca- 
lamity, is ſo thick and darke, that we can ſee no fun« 
shyne through it , nor dreame_ of any more good 
dayes during our lives, but make account to be per- 
petually miſerable and vahappy , and to be in foe 
bad caſe, as none can be in worſe, nor 94, nay, 
ſcarce «m1, (as we thinke) inthe like. 
Now in this caſe, what can be more truly ſayd to 
Xat, 22, the ſaints then that of Chri## to the Sadawces, [ yee erre 
29.. nat knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God| it is only 
your ignorance that make's you ill conceited of the 
ſtate you are in, and to miltake both it and your 
ſelnes ſoe much as, you doe; did you vnderſtand the 
ſcriptures, and. the power of this truth of Goa, as we: 
haue made it plaine,, it would ſoone be ſecne, how- 
. wyde you were from the truth of your cſtate, for; 
| whotons you thinke (now you are at worſt) it's ſcarce- 
poſſible that any. body should be ſoe bad, this truth. 
will tell you, and teach you to know, both that you- 
are-now no worſe then any child of God may be;as 
alſo thatnowicked man is, or can be ſoc well at his. 
bcft, as you areand shall ever.be at your worſe... 
' And 1indeede ſoe much the more ſvweete and hea» 
renly is the benefit. of this doctrine, by how wuchit- 
expell's the: deadly vempm: and poyſon, of one of 
the moſt. heavy and hellish remptations that doth 
viually ſurfprize the ſoule of them that are 2M#1Red: 
and-hiumbled of God. And thar- is, the ayme and 
eftimation, they haue taken of rhemlielues 21.d their 
eltate, (not.confudered in it. ſelte,, but) company 
with: 


+» wm 2 


s on! oo 07 SY ow; Y. 6D AY ov © 


* A: A tn IM. 1 i. 


The Fairbfulls welfare, mW . 
with others, who are wholely free, and feele noſuch 


ſorrow or extreamity as they doe: And commonly ye. 


the divell carrye's the eye, and ſettle's the obſerva- 
tion of Gods children, only vpon ſuch jmpious, and 
prophane perſons , as eſcape the miſery wherein to 
they are fallen; and having faſtned rhem vpon ſuch 
an object, he. then turmoyle's the mynde , andty- 
rannizeth over the thoughts, and double's, yea 
multiplye's the vyexations of their ſoules, not foe 
much that they arc i» diftreſſe,but,moſt of all, that 
others are ow, who are notoriouſly vngodly ; and 
herevpon, their thoughts doe offer to fly in Gods 
face,as it h2 were nothing ſoe gratious,or righteous, 
as he is magnifyed to be, ſing he lett's his owe chil- 
dren fare ſoe ill, and ſuffer's his enemycs, who are 


rebe/k againſt him, and no better then dogs or ſwyne, 


(in his account) to be as well as hart can wish: and 
it is &n4ncs, Or juſtice, in any earthly father to vie his 
children worſe then his cattell? and if not, how 
much {ſc /ove, and wore wrong, muſt it bein him that 
is heavenly , who make's himſelf the mirrour of all 
mercy, and favour: and then as Godis thus cenſured, 
ſoeare wicked men applauded, and the generation 
of the juſt cant. | 

Satan hath not ſct vpon a few with rhis ſuggeſtion, 
and there are not many who haue beene aſlaulted, 
but-they haue beene foyled, The ftouteſt of Gods 


-army haue ſhrunke shrewdly , and well neere fain- 


ted through frailty, a man would wonder toſee ſuch 
mighty champions ſoe miſerably dishartened , and 
1 £2 Arr , when they hane taken notice how 
themſelues haue beene afflicted, and other (moſt Vine 
godly perſons) exempted from the evills wherewith 

D2 they 
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they haue beene heavily laden ſo long. - 
David was ſoe deeplcely diſcomfited hereat, that 
be began to conceit well of wicked menseſtate,and 
to queſtion (yea, and condemne) his owne , and all 
the people of Ged, concerning this thing , when he 
ſaw the proſperity of finners, and the miſery of him- 
ſelf. Ler himſclt giue' vs evidence how he was ga+ 
ſtard, and like to haue gone quite beſide himfelt,yea 
to haue fallen, right downe.the divell had ſo miſlead 
him, and trip't vp his Keeles, that he was even gone 
and ready to giuec over all : we haue the particulers 
related by himſclt at large in the ſcaventie rhird Pſabme; 
where he tell's vs, how this very thing had like to 
haue coft him 2n jrrecoverable fall , and had weun- 
ded him almoſt incurably ; and how much a-doe he 
had to bring his hart to the due conſideration of this 
matter, and to zepeyr his mynde which was ſoc migh- 
tily d/fexmpered, with deating on his owne diſtrefles,and 
dreaming of their happines ; and. when he compared 
theſe rogether, (to wit, their welfare, and his owne 
affliction) he was in a heavy taking, and growing to» 
ward a hydeous reſolution;even /as it were) zo hang bu 
religion on the hedge , and to. joync himſelf to ſuch as 
were hellishly jrreligious , becauſe at the preſcnt 
they were in better caſe then he. Neither was this 
temptation fora 4z/e time, nor did it,{during the time 
it helde him) trouble hima /z/, bur it ſtuck long by 
him, and bitt by the bone; infomuch that he could 
not either eaſily, or quickly, come to ſettle himſelf 
into better, or ſounder thoughts, that he n:ighr ſtay 
bimſelf vpon the truth. And why, (TI pray yon) did 
his owne bad,and their good eſtate trouble and puzzle 
him ſoe much ? was it not becauſe he was nvt either 


at 
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Ft all informed , or not well adviſed of this truth 
we tcach from God, who hath avonched vnto vs (as 
we haue heard) that the wor #eſtatc of his owne peo- 
ple, is incomparably beyond the be# proſperity of 
wicked perſons? Had David learned this leflon well, 
all this labour, and danger,had beene ſpared,and he 
had beene well able,to haue waded happily through 
the deepeſt temporary vnhappines,the world could 
haue brought vpon him. 

Nor was David the only man in this conflict, but 
good Jeremizh(aman of no meane piety, or ordinary 
parts) he was alfo very ſorely put too'te in this parti- 
culer, and never ſoe neerea conqueſt in any com-' 
bate, as in this.: his owne mouth shall ſay how he was 
amazed,and put to a pittifull »oz-p/x2, when he conli- 


dered, the courſe of Gods diſpenſation of theſe owt- 7ep. r2. # 
ward favours. That Cad was righteous he darſt not- 2.;: 


deny, he knew it right well; but a reaſon why wic- 
ked men $hould be 1n reſt and peace, and himſelf ſo 
wretched, he could not any way comprehend :-this 
he ſaw, that they were bad 1n honour 8 admiration;he 
was in. contempt and derifion; hereat, he.was at his 
witts end with monering ,and though he confe'ſt he 
durſt not enter into diſputation with God, yet he is 
bold to aſke him rhe _ and entreat him toy 
tell him, how , and why, zhey are in peace, and are 
planted , and doe proper , that zranſgreſſe rebelliouſly? 
whereas with him (and other of Gods holy» one's) 
it was nothirg ſoe, but contrarywile all miſery and 
calamity that could be, came vpon them ; how this 
Should be, he could not tell, he defire's to talke' 
with God aboutit, not being ſufficient to anſwer 8 
Erilfy hynſelt in this __ And how came / it 
a 3 oe 
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to paſſe thata Prophet of God , of ſurpaſſing ſanctity : 
and holynes, of extrrordinary ynderſtanding and | 
knowledg, a man mighty in grace , ofan jmpregna-' : 
ble ſpirit, was thus battered and beaten downe with 
this weapon? why ſurcly, tor ought we can ſee, the 
only reaſon was becanls he had not yet girt on the 
powerfull she1ld of this precious truth, to ſaue him 
harmeles of the dreadfull dynt of that poyſoned . 
ſword wherewith he hath hurt ſoc many holy ſaints 
of the living God; had he beene armed with the evis 
dence of this doctrine, and able to hane ſayd; [:hw] 
why ? the very worſt of a child of God is beyond the 
b:ft.of an vngodly.man, this point had never made / 
any ſ{cruple,nor beene occafion of any doubt, or de- 
murre.in his mynde, himſelt had beene ſoone fatif- 
fyed, ſara» had beene ſoone confuted, all, on all fides | 
had beene ſo well reſolved, that cither there would | 
haue beene a quick end, or no beginning of this | 
bulines. 2 | | 
Vato theſe rwo, it were too caſy to inſtance many 
more (in Gods booke) er great , and as good as they, | 
who haue beene ſurprized inthe ſame kinde, but it 
is needles to multiply more that haue beene ſoc al. 
faulted, for we want nor, (if we looke well about ys) | 
thoſe that at this day, are in like manner tempted, | 
the temptor having trycd this bayte and found. it to 
enſnare ſo mary, make's vie of it ſtill, 8& ever will, be- 
cauſe of the prevailing experience of the ſame. | 
Doth he not come ypon Gods people now , and (in | 
| , . like manner) vpbrayd Ga to them, and them to 
© /-2/:1-:7 , themſclues;; happing to make them weary of the | 
: way of God, and'to encline to his courſe? what (faith 


ho ta a perſecuted and afflicted Ghritiew) is this = 
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Ga you thus magnify, for infinite wiſaome, powey , pro= 
vidence , kindnes, lowe, mercy and favour, that in all theſe 
heis admirable, yea incomprehenſible ? and are you thoſe 
redeemed, and beloved one's, for whome all this 
(and I know not what more) is reſerved? are you 
his ſors , daughters, his deare ſpouſe, yea , neere as his 
owne members ? i'ft poſſible, he should be thus good, 
and you in ſoe ill caſe, and others whome he make's 
you beleeue he abhorr's, and negleCt's, to enjoy the 
common mercyes which you want ? How can this 
ftand either with hs mercy, or your picty ? with 
his good promiſes or your godly practiſes? it can- 
not be but either he muſt not be the God you make 
account off; or you not the men you jmagine your 
ſelnesto be; ceartainely either hx goodnes, or yours 
muſt faile, ſcing ſoe itis, that you are in worſe caſe 
then they that are ſtarke naught; were he ſuch a 
God, or you ſuch men. as is ſuppoſed, it would be o- 
therwiſe then it.is,both with you and with zheſe wic- 
ked one's; they should haue lefſe proſperity, and you 
more happines, you should bein berzey condition,and 
they in worſe. _— 
And if once he have but” brought vs to make: 
queſtion either of Gods goodnes , or our owne, he 
hath enough, to make vs wholy miſerable, in ſuſpec- - 
tiug both the goodnes of Gods narare , and of our owne 
grace, becauſe he well knowe's the Lord cannot en- 
dure, but doth abhorre, both his owne, and his chil-- 
drens ſtate ro he miſtruſtzd , inaſmuch as (befides,. 
the deteſtable diſhonour offred'ro his owne moſt 
glorious majeſty,to be broug' t vnder the dif/ruff and 
jealouſy of his creature , as if he were not that he 
kemed tobe) the wives herein gratifyed , and his: 
: _ D4% Iyms-- 


— 
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Iymmesare applauded, and the gracions ſaints, and 
tc of the moſt hign condemned, as if thoſe whoby 
the word of God feeme to be his be# beloved, (in 
_— ofthe many glorious things that are ſpoken 
of them) should (by his worke) appreare to be moſt 
neglected, (in regard of the many greivous things 
that lye vpon them), and on the other fide , ſuch as 
are laden with many terrible threatnings in the 
ſcriptures,should confute all thatis therein denouns. 
ced againſt them, by the perpetuall experience ofa 
_ perious condition for the greateſt part of their 
es. 

And this was the thing about which bs Fernds lay 
at him ſoc hard from day to day, and would haus 
had him giuen yp all, and graunted himſelf an hypi 
procrite, being perſwaded themſelues, and doing 
their beſt to perſwade him, that it was an abſolute 
Reta 4 and athing ſimply incompatible 

Both with Geds juſtice and mercy, 
And with Tobs religion, and picty. 

That he who was (by Gods owne mouth onceand 
againe) commended to be the beſt, (one of them)in 
the world for goodnes , Should become the wofull 
ſpeacleotthe whole world tor extraordinary evill 
of afMiction and dittrefle. But /ob himſelf was won» 
dertull happy in this paſſage, and knew well how it 
was with him before the Lord,and all that they could 
vrge, did not make him ftart 4 hayre from his integri- 
ty; hence he call's them miſerable comforters , and: 
Phy/itians of noe yalue, and comfort's himfelf with 
that aſſurance which his ſoule-did finde in the vn- 
doubted evidence of his eternall happines , which 
the eye of his faith could clearely, and camſuny 

py - 
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bly diſcerne, through the thickeſt of his preſent ca- 
lamity and tribulation. | ob 9, 
He well knew (which we muſt all fearne, and'la- 
bour to know) that our preſent eſtate in this world 
is no good glaſle,or ſpectacle to looketarough, and 
£0: repreſent-a childe of God- foe to-vs, as the Lord 
looke's vpon him , and-as betore the Lord. we'muſt 


_ <ſteeme him; noe, nothing is more deceivable; and 


lefſe to be truſted, then the w/4b/ condition ofany 
man, in.reſpecd of his zemporati tyes, which may flow,yea 
#verfiny, to the moſt prophane, and fall; and'ebbe,;eyen 
4-ary , to the lait:#rop, trom' the heires of heaven, as 
moſt yſually.rhey. doe; and though they doe, yetare 
they.muc}: more happy when they are wholy empry, 
then-the-other can be: in _ their moſt-abundant fulk 
nes; aid betterimn the depth of theiriſery, then the 
men of the world in their h;ghe#t /frayne ,and greate#t 
ffreame of proſperity. And were-our vnderſtandin 
doe, enlightenod herein , that we conid be ſtedfaſtly 
ſetled in the infallible perſwaſion herof; this prevay- 
ling plea of the rempror, would proouea meere nullt 
ty, a very vanity, and we skoull be able, not only to 
endure, or holde ous, in ſuch a hard-time, as wocan- 
no&shun(ag divers of Gods deare children baue done} 
but with Mofes, rather make choyſe of ſuch ameane 
ſtate, and forſake a better , to-approue, our obe- 
dience, then todwellin the tents,and epjoy.the de. 
lights of the yngodly, vpon ſ#ch tearmes, as ordinarily 
their 7emvre is taken,and holden,(betweenethe ajvef, 
and :hem)here in this world. >... 136 Sq 
Let no-mans/9p9744l condition then, be the leaſt.og- 


caſion to call his\ſpiritual/,”or cternall-ſtater intoquel- 


tion, be it farre from eyery faithfyll wan tojudge ac- 
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cording; to' fuch. owtward and vnceartaine appea« 
rance,God never built his goodnes tovs,nor our hap- 
pines before him, vpon fuch ſed, which will wel, and 


ſincke,vpon the shifr of every »y7d,and ſurges of every 


tae, the foundation of his loue is more firme and vn- 
movyeable.. And kinder;there is no happines in the 
wholecarth,good enough to be the {aff rolt ot his rrwe 
loue,nor any earthly evill vnder heave, bad enongh 
(even at the worſt) to diſtemper the harts of his e- 


Ject;in the leaſt, yea though all the poyſon and ma- 


gnity thereof, were poſlible to be emptyed vpon 
_ Hethat hath a ured ys that bus —_ dorh 
exceede the be/# of other men, would haue vs harten 
our ſclues, and folace our ſoules herein, knowing 
that the true weight vt this moſt worthy cruth, will 
overpoyze and beare downe all temporary atfliction 
that batgeth on, or prefſeth.downe in this preſent 
evill world. } \ 
Beirgraunted, {for it cannot be deryed) that the wor# 
end of the ſtaffeis in the hand of Gods people, and 
that it is with them, when worſe men tare well, let 
rhe divellhavethus much yeelded, if he will diſpute: 
the caſe; (18th is able,giue crr0r ſome advantage,and 
yet conquer too) well, what will he herevpon intertre ? 
what $halbe his forced and infernall concluſion of 
this our free conceſſion? why this that Gods people 
arcinworſecaſe then wicked wen ; well, be it ſoe,and 
what of that? ay, they are, will any thing follow to 
their trae diſcomfort , whoſe ſoules the Lord would: 
not have made ſad?it any thing more then this, let 


the divell fay his wwf, and produce, and preſſe it, tor 
, the wemo?,butit rhis be al, all is norhing : Satan is con 
"- founded, xv arc confirmed, wicked men are befoold, 


oo toe os. A 4, Wi: x ab 
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in allthis; for why ? though (in ſome earthly, and 


remporary ſence) we may ſay, our caſe may be worſe 
then theirs, and theirs better then onrs, yet God hath 


given vs to Know, that in ſpirituall and heavenly 


conſideration our worft is better then their bef, and 
this propoſition we doe, and dare ayouch; in the face 
of our feirceſt adyerſary the divell, or the moſt fu- 
rious of thoſe tyrants which he provoketHagainſt vs; 
who thoughtto inferre ſome hydeons and hopeles 
conſequence out of theſe poore premiſſes , whereas 
nothing can iſſue from our perplexity , and their 
peace,by any ſound evidence, but that which wilbe 

Glorions to the Lord, 

Toyons to hiz people, 

Greivous to the ungodly, and 

Miſchetvous to the drvell himſeff, 

Who obſerving vs thus compleatel armed , againſt 
his mightieſt exgy2e,muſt now,either with +hame give 0« 
yer his olde trade of tempting, or with ſorrow giue o- 
yer hisjdle hope of prevayling, and begin tothinke 
bimſelf lefſe able to conquer vs, and every child of 


God (who hath this hope) to be more chen a congueronr Rod-gu3 


through £br7/f, who hath loved them, and in his lone 
made thus much knowne vnto them, to make them 

moſt harty, in their harde#t eſtate. | 
And now (beloved)is 2h? accuſer of our bretheren(and 
of our ſelues) aff out, and overcome; we haue woore, 
he is downe, for at the wwe#?, he ſee's that we know our 
clues to be farre aboue all his lymms, eyenall the 
bigheſt, and happie#t, they can be in: and ſcing he per- 
ceive's that we now vnderftand this truth,what hope 
hath he'to take vs by any meanes miſerable, feing we 
can beleene that we ate more happy then any of his 
| 2 can 
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can be, invur greateſt miſery, 4  »1512 8 
An4ithat we may be.the better ex«b/edin our ſelues 


. 
wa * 


reve him ,. let vs deſcend. from the general no- 


tice herof; ynto thoſe pariculer iuftances of all kinds. 
of evill wherevato we are incident;and-we.shall finde 
true cauſe zryumphanth to out-face him in every of 
them; fromone toanother, as we may haue occaſion 
toenquireinto them in order. 

Putthecale where you pleaſe, nay let Sara» haue 
leaue (if you will) ro particulate where be wilt, in 
thoſe 7 a ues e jmagine's may be moſt for 
bisgawantage, and out damage : whether poverty, or capti- 
wvity, or infamy, or tyranm, or deazhitſelte; we shall ſuf- 
— ſolace our ſelues, and /hwcehim, in each of 
theſe. *5q 2. 

Let vs looke a litle into them ſeverally :Is not the 


Poverty. poverty ofa childe of God better then the wea/hof the 


« ” 
* . 


_ wasm 


wicked ? let Lazarus, and Dives be the men that shall 
decide the matter ; I dare fay you have read, and 
heard of them horh, in Gods dooke; the oxe is deſcribed 
by hispenury. and want, the ocher by his ſuperfluity 


--. *, + aud abundance: the one farcd deliciouſly every day, 


and was ſumptuolly. arayed in purple and fine lyny 
yen; the ather had bur rags (and ſcarce them)to co- 
ver him, and defired but the ofa//or reliques of the 


© rich mans table to refresh Eis hungry beay, and to fill 


his empty :b-4y. Now,(I pray you) which of theſe ro, 
i etcer caſe,and which of their two copdi- 

tions would you chuſe, all things conftdered ? I ſup- 
poſe no man thar hath heard a//che rruth that istolde 
of them both, but, he had much rather be in Lazarw 
oore ſtate , then have the riches of the other, and 
a the poverty of Gods child, is happier ther the 
: T3: IX 5-5 Myron ne I: ; vogod= 
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yngodly'mans abundance; and that which was here 
but parabriicalhy propounded, vnder theſe two per- 


' ſons, wilbe found realy zrue betweene ariy two in the Pſ.37.16 


world,in their condition, [ Berzey #5 a litle(ſaith David, ©7975 
firſt,and $4/0-709 once 8 againe) chat the righteous hath, 79:40" 
thenthe plenty & ſtore of a wicked man,nay ,of many wicked * 6.4, 


- mz. |Our /caitdoth much exceede their mo#,in every 


reſpe & whether of »2ozcy ,neats,apparrell,or watſocyer. | 
Againe, is not our reſtraint, and jmpriſonement,bet- {pr 1ſa- 

ter then their 4berty and freedome ? Let Gods child be 7ement- 

the priſoner, and the jmpious perſon be free at plea- 

ſure;a priſen wilbe found happier to him,then a palace 


| tothe other. It may ſoone be tryed betweene Perer, 


and Herod, the one was in hard reſtraint, even in 4! 2, 


chaynes,the other might goe where he would;yet (I 
warrant you)he that reade's the ſtory of theſe zwe, 
and count's the middle and beth exds, would rather be 
Peter in the loathſome dungeon, then- Herod in the 
higheſt admiration. Baſe vermine devoure Herod in 
all his porape, magniticence, and royallty : the Angell 
of God guard s, Pezer in reſtraint, and bring's him out 
miraculouſly, and joytully; and this is lett recorded 
of God tocomfort vs (inaſmuch as nothing is more. 
againſt nature, then to be. caged vp,and kept in)that 
we might know, that our Ged can make that re/frazme 
more happy to hx, then another mans enlargement - 
can be to him. The bysdais kept ina cageis {aft,and * that 
well provided for, ot all things meete to make him 
fng; but the «ure, and hyze, often prey vpon thoſe 
that fly in the open firmament of I FR 

| Nay , fay it came to eaprivity,; (which is: aſtrayne. opriuk 
of NE dary SES ut caſe Gods childe. be C "ws 
taken captiue, and kept in flayery , and that Gods. * 
E 3 | enemy 
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party in authority to deta 
rannize over him in a ftran 
no queſtion but the caprivity of Gods people Shalbe 
found to be a condition more truly comtortable, thi 
another mans eminercy , yea ſoveraiznity , though he | 
were the King-of that countrey wherein they are 
Kept in bondage. Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar $hall dee 
cide it, the one (viz: Danict) was the captive , the o- 
ther was the &7-g, let any man fay (who hath confi- 
dered what is ſayd of them both) which of the #0 
he would chuſe to be. Surely , if the odd's had not 
beene extraordinary , in the compariſon , and pro« 
portion of theſe eſtates, Aoſes had made no good 
match, in leaving tobe a Cavrrier to become a Captive; 
bur he well knew that the meaneſt and moſt oppreſs 
ſed 1frachte in Egypt, was more happy then that migh- 
ty Monarch, that kept them ynder. Soveraignity in a P4- 
£43, is not comporable to ſlavery in a Chriſtian. Let Gul 
giue ſentence by his revealed word, and it wilbe ap* 
parant to be a truth yndeniable and yndoubted. A 
#hrone , and a crowne cannot be ſo good to another, as 
a cottage , yea; a dunghillto thoſe that are the Lords. 
Againe, is not our perſecution better then their pleaſure? 
and are not our very dreſs, beyond their delights? 

I thinke the chree children in the fiery fornace, will 
Das,;z. foone fatilty vs for that, for they were in more com- 
"mp flames, thE 
ocaſtthemin; and that the ryranr himfc 
i5 forced to contefle, & atfo maketh decrees to coy 
firme the ſame vntoothers, that out of his mouth, 
allmen may know the power attd favour of the Lord to 
his owne, in fweetening their extreameſt birternes; 
and his wr «thaud vengeance againſt alt yngodly ones, © 
a uw 


ne him here, 
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im envenoming and poyſoning their greateſt ſweet- 
nes- God hath many precious comforts for the perſe- 
exed, but nothing but curſes and plagues for perſers- 
zee. The very infamy and reproach, of ſuch as ſuffer 
for the truth, doth ſurpaſſe the honour and reputa- 
tion of thoſe that caſt contempt vp-n them; for the 
Lord'doth renowne the one, and rexownce the other : 

Men fawne vpon mighty tyrants with g/erions titles, 

but God doth trowne ypon them as bafe and igno- 
minious perſons. How many pages of his facred 
booke are perfumed, with the odour of their /weere 
ames, who have beene diſgraced for God? and how 
many ftories doe record the rorzen,and ftincking mee 
mory of their oppreſſors? the one goe for glorious 

#4#4yrs,the other for egregious and defamed matface 

ns. And this made ſome who mockt the Apoſtles at 


the firſt, wen they had afterward better bethought _ 


themfelues, they left mocking, and became di{ciples; 
oy gaue over reproaching , and fell to profeſſing the 
goſpell;and they had no reaſon zhsto doe, had they 
not knowne that it had beene more excellent to 
have beene an. i»famews Chriſtian, then an honorable int. 
fael. 

But paſſingover all theſe, and ſuppoſing theworf | 
that can come, (if the wor doe come to: the worſt} if "In 
men muſt 7e/47 ro blood, and that Death muſt end all the.” a 
brefaydafflitions, of poverty, jmpriſonement, cap- G 
tivity, perſecurion,infamy,and whatſoever can be en- 


| dured in this life. Is not our Death, berter then their 
14? yea, God hath ſayd ir, as it may appeare inthat 
vhic 


ich he - hath enforced 'from the mouth of a moſt 
wicked man to witnes it. What fay you to Ba- 


[aw wish, (and that ypon — beſt thoughts} _ 


4 ae 
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. be. bad but the tafte, and ſcene (as yet) but: di 
.glympſc of the happines, and glory of Gods people? 


.even-Balzam who came of purpoſe to curſe and ma-- 
-ligne:them, and therefore, (vnto him) it may wellbsÞ 
thought, the life of Gods people was as bad,as adeath, | 


-andworthy of his vytmoſtexcecration;yet nae ſooner 
had God __—_ a -bfle ypon him;only with ſome litk 
tight, (without all &f) of this truth ; but the manis 
- more in loue with the dearh of the righteous, then 
with his owne fe, and would gladly ceaſe to hweas he 
did, to dhe as they doe; his wish shewe's enoughto 
- make this good with advantage, how earneſtly dath 

Num. 23 he vtter it? | Let my foule dye the dearh of the Righteaw, 
106+ tet my laitend be like umo his] ard no man in common 
ence can,wish any thing but that which emherigy. 

 » deede;(or in his apprehenſion) for his owne welfare, 
"Moreover how many finguler reſpects are there 
wherein, the.dearhof Gods childe is to be preferred 


tothe fe of a + pram man? " 
Plans, Onr death is precious, | 
a Their life nike, 
Pſa.rs.4 Our death deſiderable, _ 
Phi.1.23 Their life abhominable. 


2 Pet.2,"'  Thusin the _ which is death , we overgoe 

1%, the vrgodly; andefe, (or ought to be) ſoe farre from 

1Corg s. SUIS taes with them { that we will not giue aw 

death (which is the wor# that: can befall ys..in thi 

world )for their &fe,yhichis the.only dar/ing they deſire 
beyondallotber, to enjoy vpon the,carth... 
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And-foe-we hauec feene in all theſe particulers ſe- 
verally; bow the odd's is 0urs,inall. reſpects, ther! 
more:to begot by our zreazeſt evills, then by all nei} 
Lei grodjinftance where You will, IScriaaabRER þ 
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thing which can be named, or conceited. - 

I willnow ſpeake but once more; and that shalbe 
of all, and every of our evills ſumm'd vp together,and 
gathered into a 79/4, that as in the ems before, ſoe 
now in them all at once, it may appeare, that the 
whole maſſe of our miſery, or the greateſt meaſure 
therof, that can be powred in, preſſed downe, even till it 
run over vpon vs,is more happy, and much better, 
then all the good things,that can be caſt ypon wic= 
ked perſons, Jr though the whole world should 
empty all her fullnes, and excellency, to giue then 
the lrre# contentment, that could be wished. 

And we will giue you ſufficient ſecurity for the 
truth herof, in one that is beyond all exception , to 
wit, /cſus Chriſt, who was a man of ſorrowes, a mirrour 
of miſeryes,in whome all kinde of calamity did come 
byne,and ſettled it ſelf ypon his ſacred perſon,(con- 
fidered as he was man) icizing both vpon ſoule and 
body at once, & in mexpreſſible manner vpon both, 
and either, It would be too tedious to particulates 
thoſe ſeverall paſſions which he felt, neither indeede 
Is it more poſſible for vs to declare them, then to endure 
them: How was he handled, and humbled, of God, of 
wen, of devills ? | 

Of God, in juice, ſeing he ſuffered in mans ſtead. 

Of men,in mallice, being inſtigated by the divelt. 

Of the druell, in outrage,being permitted of God to affiit 
hims. 

The ſeverity of Gods law, the exrreamity of mans cru 
elty, the vtmoſt of the divells 51741, was excerciled 
ypon him; berweene theſe zhree, he carryed (ar owe) 
the vengeance of heaven, the malizniry of the earth,and 


the dice of hell,all theſe emvenomed yas being of 
BE | F 
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his fathers feirceſt wrath , and moſt dreadfull indig- 
nation even to the loathſome lee's, and poyſonous 
dreggs, were powred ypon his precious foule and 
body;ſoe that he was a// over drentch't into the moſt 
wotull condition that a creature could be, as car- 
rying the malediction of the moſt mighty God, and 
of ba whole curſe, which was due, (by arvine law)to man- 
Kindes corrupt nature in the eleCt. 

Now take him at the very wor#, and vtmoſt of all 
this evill, jmagine himas betrayed by Md, appre- 
hended by the #zh Preiſts ſervants, pynnioned , and 
arraigned before Plate, & there reproached blind- 
folded, bufteted, andevery way moſt barbarouſly a- 
buſed, with thornes, rods, and whatſoever could be 
done to his jgnominy, and miſery, follow him from 
thence to his Cyoſ/e, and' thinke what he endured 
there, in //zht of all men, beſides the wnſcene ſufferings 
of his ſoule , before in the garden, and now againe, 
which made him fill the firmament of heaven with 
ſtrong, and' ſtrang cryes, as being /-ply infuffterable 
ro a meere creature, (without the vtter deſtruc- 
tion of the ſame) vnlefle ithad a Pty to ſupport it. 
And in this baſeſt, bittereſt, and moſt heavy condi- 
tion , ſet by him ſome one among the ſons of the 
mighty,& Conceit that main a complear contrariety to 
all this, putypon him all the pompe, pleaſure, princi- 
Pays power , honour, & whatſoever hart would 
Rue ; «/zzif him with the dominion of the whole 
world, and let all the crownes vnder heaven be 
broughtinto one,and ſet ypon his head;nay,aefy him 
(as Herod would haue beene) and make him the only 
Monarch of mankinde and that nothing may be wanting 
t@ his abſolute welfate ina temporary,and = nall 
: PCT! eſtate, 
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eftate let all »ynes yeeld him zreaſare, all fruits giue 


him pleaſure ; yea thinke him as much more happy a= 
boue all men, as Crit was more miſerable then any 
man. And whenzheſe twoshall ſtand together (thus) in 
thy thoughts,fay which of the 779 thou judgeſtin bet= 
ter caſe, and in whethers eſtate thou wouldeſt chuſe 
to ſtand; either in Chrifs at the wori?, or this mansat 
the be#. I make no queſtion but every true Chriſtian 
would quickly determine the caſe , and make his 
choyle, and none but the Arhci/, or infidell, would 
take any part with the other. Why then, is it not 
playne that the greateſt hcape of moſt heavy vnhappi- 
nes, _ piled vp,together, and throwne vpon the 
perſon of a childe of God, is more light, and eaſy to 
beare,beyond all compariſon, then mountaynes, Or my- 
nes, yea, or whole worlds of wealth, and whatſoever 
els of the beſt things, that can be either deviſed,or 
deſired, to fill the ſenſuall hart of ſfintull man. Theſe 
e&wo then, (thus confidered) doe cleare the caſe , and 
make our comfort vnqueitionable, that all our evill 
exceedeth all their good,and that theretore, though 
the Lord, doe pleaſe to lay his heavy hand ypon his 
one, and to let thoſe profane one's goe tree,and vyn- 
touched, aud ſoe 79 ſeeme to be in better caſe then we, 
yet now we ſee not only by prooffe of evidemce, but 
alſo by powerfull experience, that the wor/f we haue, 
is better then the be## they can haue;.our miſeries are 
beyond their mercyes , yea, our hell, exccede's their 
heaven, and foe they //ity inſult over vs, but we juſtly 
over them; and S$atap is but a foole to turmoyle vs 
with theſe perplexed thoughts, of the welbeing of 
his vaſſalls, and our ill condition, vnleſic he could 0- 


verturne, and take away the ground of this glorious 
F 2 truth, 


Jaw! 
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_ whickif it were wellbeleeved, and appl 
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trath, which overtarne's him, and make's vs to glory 
and tryumph in our moſt greivous tribulations, yn- 
der the bleſſed hope of mach preſent, and of infinite 
and everlaſting fzlicity to come to vs, for ever and 
evert,in due time. 

And beloved, vpon rheſe premiſes (hx cron/idered) 
weoughtto be ſac farte from wondering ar our mi. 
feries, that we should rather tarne all our admiration 
vpor out ſelaes, and bogs to wonder at our owne 
weaknes, ignotance, and infidelity, and to bewayle 
oat wondertall want of faith in this povnty rrath; 


mightand would, be ſoe farre from encreafing our 
cares, that it wonld rather cauſe ysto [ account 78 excee- 
"ding jaywhen we fall into many eribulations| and in ſtead of 
blefiing wngodly men in onr thonghrs, at their beF, 
wexwould bleſſe God tor the bafeſt, and moſt dejece 
ted Rate wherecinto it should pleaſe him to fuffer 
themto caſt vs: did we know all, we would ſoone be 
weary of their weffare , and moft willing to vndergoe 
thatcondition which is reputed moſt wretched and 
wotult. 
Shall we lanch a litle further into the deepe, and 
-diſcoverthe rich, rare, and hyddentreafures of this hea- 
wenly rruth ? that by our Knowledge of them , we 


.F Tay graly finde , that | «s our affibitions doe abound for 


Chrift , ue conſolations zhoald abound, (yea faperabound) 
wwch wore , by Chrift,) and alſo, that the further we 
wade inthe _ of our woe, we Shall ſtill de- 
{ery more abundance of bleffed joy, and celeſtiall 
confolation flowing ſo faſt ypon vs, that therein we 
nay ſpy ard barhour ſelaes, in our greateſt bitter« 
nes, 4nd by, bedwectely faved fromfukingin that 


of vs, 


. 
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of ſorrow and diſtreſſe, wherein ſoe many doe moft 

miſerably {4s in 4 bottzomles 2ufe) drowne and over- 
whelme themſelues irrecoverabich. Aﬀaredly if we 

come to ſurvey rhe bappy, and worrhy, differences of 
our w#/f eſtate, and their be, and what ſfinguler and 

ſacpaſſiag advantages we haue of them every way; 
we Should (at once) gather both much more abun- 
dant aſſurance of this truth, and alſo evidence of jn- 
comparable comfort from the ſame: inaſmuch as it 
vill eadeniablely appeare, thar in our heavieFeſtate, 
our ſtate is ſoe heavenh,as may,and will, (being right- 
ly ballanced) wholy overbeareall diſcomforts that 
can come ypon vs; & teach ys to zrap/ctribulation 
yader our feete, as 2 ng more fit for our holy con- 
tempt and ſcorne, then for our carnall care or feare. 
Let vs then make our approach,aad draw neere to 
bm2 few, of thoſe 1m2r4ble particulars, which we 
night readily produce; inftancing in ſuch only, as 
for evidence are moſt vnq»7fioncble, and for conſe= 
quence mott comforuble. And the neerer we come,the 
more will ourjoyariſe, and encreaſe vpon vs, by the 
bright beames of that bleſſed and celeſtiall zz, that 
thyneth from heaven foe 2/or0uſy, in every ſeverall 
Gference and advantage betweene their be/#, and our 
wt eftate. For you muſt know, that as the difference, 
bethe adventage,betweene our condition and theirs, 
exceeding great,and beyondall dimenſion,yert we 
vilayme & gueſſe, as weare able, to vnfolde ſuchas 
veshall finde moſt playne, & moſt plentifall to our 
propoſe in had. Tocome to them the: The firſt is this, 
1: Achilde of God is bleſſed in his wort eſtate, and an wn- 


Tan there be a myadey difference, or a worthjer 
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46 
adyantage then this? the difference betweene thirigy k 
bleſſed and curſed of God, is the moſt that may be, for | * 
God make's theſe ro, the ytmoſt extreames, both of ; 
all natural, ſpiritual, and eternall good , and evill, and 
the advantage is the ſame with thedifference, thatis 
to ſay, as much as can be'vttered or exprefled : but | 
let vs try the trath hefof in this particuler , wherof 0 


we ſpeake. 


And that we may ſoone doe, for we haue a moſt 
fure word of our Lord and ſaviour eſs Chriſt to ſe- 
cure our ſoules of the ſame, Looke we into that part 
of his owne moſt excellent ſermer which we finde 
Luke.6. where he bringeth in, both the righteous, and 
the ſinner, and preſenteth either of them ynto ys, in 
their owne habite. 

The godly at the worſf, wer.20.21.22.23. 
The wngodly at the beſt, ver. 24-2 5.20. 

"The former (+jz: the faithfull) are confideredin 
their Poverty, Hunger, Sorrow, and Contempr, but they are 
bleſſed in themall: no Poverty but bleſſed, \3/fſed be 
yee poore, ver.20.] no Hunger but bleſſed, [Bleſſed be 
zee that hunger, ver. 21.] no Sorrow but blefſed, by 
ſedbe yee that mourne, yer. 21.] no Contempr but blef- 
ſed, [ Bleſſed are yee when men revile you &c. ver-22,23] 
And (beloved) are not they a bleſſed people, and 
their ſtate bleſſed every way, whoſe yery croſſes, yea 
curſes (as the world accounts them) are bleſſed *c D 
they wit any thing to make them z/nirely bleſſed, who 
ſe very wit of ſome bleſſings is ſee b/eſed to them?Had 
A#1.15- not he [who is God to be bleſſed for ever] preached this 
point, whocould haue conſented,and ſet to his ſeale 
that it had beene true ? but himſelf was huaeyy, and 
bleſied; peore, ſorrowfull, contemprible, and blefled in all 
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theſe , he ſpake what himſelf » our nazare did feele, 
and what his members (partakers of his nature) by 
ace,$hould teele;to wit, that if the world and the 
divell will keepe them every way perplexed; he will 
everkeepe them (as God his father kept him) happy 
and blefled. It they muſt be: poore, and hungry, greived, 


| md dfamed, it shalbe 


Bleſſed hunzer, 
Bleſſed poverty, = 
Bleſſed reproach, and 
Bleſſed greife, (a, 
doe the world andthe divell what they can; when 
they haue done theirwor# to Gods children,the worſt 


| they can doe,shalbe well, and happy to them, 


4" The latter (viz : the profane) they,/(on the other 
fide) are fer out to the w:mo#, the mois made of 
them rhat canbe, we baue them broughtin ruffling 


in their Riches, Sactety, Toflity, and Honour , but they are 


yofull in all theſe: no wealth but wotull, [woe be ro you 
Mar are rich: ver.24-] no fullnes but wofull, [moe be zo 
muthat are full,ver.25.' no myrth but wotull, bo bero 
juthar laugh,ver.25.] no honour, but wotull, [woe ve ro 
ji» when men applaud you, ver.26.] And are not they a 
rofall people ,-to —__ all wea/h and welfare is mo- 
jk? whoſe very comforts and biſ/izgs (as the world 
Kounts them) are: accurſed? Can they want any 
ling to make them i»/i7c4 miſerable , whoſe very 
meryes;are@ 3iſeryes to them? The Lord hath entayled 


Jad 
this 
-ale 


and 


nal Þ 


ele, : 


aeterna{lwee, to all thoſe things wherein they place 
izir we//are. Their bleſſings and Gods curſe, cannot be: 
trered; they are fimply inſeparable , and shall fo 
ue vnto each other for ever, that as they can 
e' no joy in any — appertayaing to —_ 

> 


2. Ad- 
VaWage- p91 him, but only the appearance, or out/ide k the ſame, 4 
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foe they $hall haue none, in that which they polciſe 
Fhemſelues ; but whenſoeyer they read, or heare an 
thing, out of Gods booke, touching any compa 
benefit comming towards them, it muſt be vnder« 
ftaod with awengeance adhering toit, (ſo farre as their 
part gocthin it) before they $hall enjoy it. 

' Now what a mercy is it, to haue every birrer thing 
fwearned, every evill biſed? And what a miſery is it to 
haue every ſweere thing poyſoned, every good thing ac- 
owrſed ? 

This is our fr adyantage, and the odds ſtanding 
ypon theſe tearmes,of an evi/ ſtate bleſſed, and a gow! 
condition accurſed,every jdiot would ſaone determine 
which of the 7wo,to chuſc; Is not a good eſtate to bs 
defired on any tearmes, and a bad,on none? I thinke 
every man would be glad ofa b&ſirg vpon any condis 
cion, & entertayne a cwrſe, vpon none. And now jud 
(I pray you) betweene ſaints, and /iawers, which 0 
both are in better caſe, howſoever it ſtand with either 
of them, in the be the one may haue, and the worf 
that can betfall the other; and according to this appa- 
raut evidence, giue vpright ſentence, whether the 
moſt vnhappy among the children of God, be not in 
more happy caſe,thea the mo happy among the chile 
dren ofthis world, | 

And thus farre concerning our #/ adyantages 

The ſecond is this. | 

2. A child of God at his worſt, hath no trae,or reall eviil 

wicked man at his beſt, hath nothing bus that which ſt 
merh to be good, and i (jndeede) evill. 

And this advantage is moſt evident on either por 
and yndeniable in both. For f7/,tor the childe 0 oy 
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he hath his partand intereſt in C»// who having ta« 
ken part of all the evills incident to the elect, hath 
by his owne ſuffering and enduring of them, depri- 
yed them of their venyme and poyſon, pulled out their 
finz,and abolished whatſoever was 7784 evi/l in them, 
and fanctifyed them foe, as that he «/9ne did beare 
them as curſes, we (at the m7, and the wor?) doe vn- 
dergoe them 924 as croſſes; vnto him,they were as juſt 
punishments for vs, vnto vs, they are nothing but 
mercitull chaſtiſemets: they were due to him{(in our 
ature) by law,8 became part of rhe »a/eaiion there- 
of; they come to vs,only as tokes of Kindnes & loue, 
fo faith the ſpirit of God once and againe. 

Againe , for the vngodly man, heis miſerably 
gul'd, and coſned , as concerning his'condition , ha- 
ving ſomethings which ſee-ze to be good, but being 
well ſifted, and ſearched into, are tound to be no- 
thing but reall evi//s. For why? we know, fin and re- 
bellion did not only bring in plrgues, wants, and miſe. 
ries; but alſo it brought »iſcheife , and rorrennes , and 
wretchednes, ypon the good things God created for ys, 
and made them evill to vs , nor in their privation a- 
lone, but even in our poſeſ/o of them alſo, as was no- 
ted in the former advantage. Now this curſe that by 
fin cleaveth to the bleſſings of God, is (as was alſo a- 
foreſayd) inſeparable , to the finner; becauſe his fin 
is not remooved For him,or ſatiltyed for him,by Chriſt, 
yuto God, in whome, he himſelf having no = or 
portion, bur remayning vuder the powerand rage of 


fm, and right and poſettion of Satan, loe doe allo, all 


thoſe things likewiſe which he doth enjoy, remayne 
vnder the malediction of 1/nizhty God, and in them, 
he isas much deceived as he is in 4/»ſef, who though 
bs | he 
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he ſeeme to be,(at leaſt to himſelf) as good as any,yea;. 
s may be better, (in his owne conceit) then the be# 
of the Lords beloved ones; js yet, but a /hmme of Sa« 
tan,an ympe of hell,and no ſuch man as he made ac- 
count he was. So that himſelt is »o ſuch perſon, and all 
he hath, are no/uch rhjzgs, as they are conceited to be, 
being reputed good , but diſcovercd to be ſtark 
naught. Looke what we arc before the Lord , ſuch 
are all things to vs which we haue, they can be noe 
other in his fight. 

But $hall we heare the Fol Ghoft ſpeake in this 
point, and that from them (or rather i» hem) whofe 
experience doth adualy juſtify that which we doe a- 
vouch. Looke (I pray) and obſerve, yea admire, the 
Apoſtle Pazls evidence in this particuler, he was a 
man that had tryed the wer## that could be endured, 
and the wori*(he ſaith) of that he felt, is only c44;, that 
it only ſeemed to be worle then jndeede it was found to 
be; nay, (on the contrary,) that it was but a +ad= 
dow of evill, and a meere appearance therof, without a- 
ny ſubſtance, or rcall ſence of the ſame at all. Take we 
notice of his words, as we finde them,and we shall ſte 
this point jmpreguable: he ſpeake's (purpoſely) of 
his miſcryes, perſecutions,and diltrefles, of all ſorts, 
and in themall,what faith he? why even this, that the 
worſt of them were not the things rhemſelues they 
ſeemed to be, but only ſome 5hewes, or outfides of 
them : their ſorrow was no more but this, | As ſorro- 
wing aud yet all wajes rejoxcing} their poyerty but this, 
[ As being pore , yet making many rich| their want but 
thus, [ 4s having nothing, yet poſing all things) and ſoe of 
the reſt, inſonwch that he breake's out moſt affeio- 
nately , VEL-11, O Gorimhans &'c as it he Should - 
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Oh deare Chriſtians it you did but know how w2/ it 
s with vs at our wor #, how the Lord doth groſſly in« 
fatuate the Dive#, and betoole wicked men, in ſufs 
fring them to conceit how vnhappy we are, through 
the evills they caſt vpon vs; and how he doth graCi- 
ouſly comfort ys, in taking away the c24/, of all theſes 
evils from vs, ſoe as that, we are nothing ſoe afflic- 
ted, or diſtreſled, as they dreame vs to be, bur (on. 
the quite contrary) we are cheered, comforted,and 
encouraged, that we can,and doe rejoyce exceding- 
ly, in the vtmoſt extreamityes of 4/, that they are as» 
ble by might, or malice, to inflict vpon vs : if this 
were but knowne to you as it is telt ot vs, you would 
rejoyce together with vs, and be perſwaded (as we 
are) that no more miſery can come to a true Chriſtian 
tor the proteſiion of religion,then may remayne,and 
well conſort with all the joy, peace, folace, and hap= 
pines, which hart can wish. And in this declaration 
the Lord hath enlarged our harts to tell you zha8 
irath which the world cannot receive, nor beleeue; 
to wit, that the wort we can exdure, may conſiſt, with 
the be# we can deſire. The miſcheifs men bring vpon vs, 
of ſorrow, want, &C, are but pictures or jmages of theſs 
things ; but the joy, fullnes, &c, the Lord giue's in 
the middeſt of them all, are true, and reall , found 
and ſubſtantiall conſolations. 

But now on the other fide , for the yngodly, it is 
not ſoe with them: all their good things are evills 
indeede, how good ſocver they ſeeme ro be. Haue we 
not Shewed them to be all i» the zenerall denounced 
as curſes to them. trom Gods owne mouth, Dewz-28.and 
if we comc to p.77icwlers, will not every ſeverall bleſ- 


fg, prooue aſe vnto them, vpon due ſearch? 
G 2 They 


Pr0.74, 
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They hane 97h , but ſuch as [in rhe midaeft whereof 
the bart us heavy), and doe they not droope many 
times jawardly, when outwardly they are frolike 
and joviall? God faith they doe, and ſome of them 
baue shewed it to be too true ; it is but m-ock-myrch 
they haue, lent them by Satan to delude them a litle 
while, & to be taken from them by God, at a moments 
warning, whenfoever he sball but offer to frowne 


ypon themin the leaſt. | 
' They hauemweath, (and the world ſayes, thaf they 


who haue that, haue the bleſſing of God) but what is 
their wealth ? ſeemingly good, yea that which make's 
them the beſt men, in mens judgment : but if you 
wilbe judged by God, who hath ſpoken it, he call 's it 
by ſo many odiows epithets as muſt needes perſwade as 


ny man that jt is nothing leſle then good jnacede : take 


a tew tor a taſte, is it not called 
Hurtfull, Eccle. 5.1 2. 
Deceitfull, Mat.1 3.22. 
Danzereus, 1 Tim-6.17. 

Filthy lucre, 1 Pct. 5.2. 
Vnrightcous mammon, Luk. 1s. 

With a multitude more of moſt /oarhſome appella« 
tions to the ſame purpole, by any one of which, no» 
thing that is 774 good, was everentituled. 

And what we ſay of their wea/h, and »2yrth, might 
be fayd of the honour, and phlaſure, of theſe men, 
and of all their contentments whatſoever ; all and e- 

.very of which, vpon true and ſerious inquiſition, 
would be found no ſuch matters, as they are made 
account to be, in the weake jmaginations of wicked 
men; but things,quite contrary to the great opinion 
they hauc of them. 
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the Farhfulls welfare. FJ 
Now what a wyde difference, and what a worthy advan- 


192e is here ? that a childe of Gods wor#, is but ſeeming 
evil, and true good, and an vngodly mans bet, is but 


ſreming good, and true evill? Surely a litle deliberation 


would ſerue, to a full reſolution of any mans choyſe 

of theſe zwo , which he would haue, whether the 

former condition, or the latter. And this is our j& 

- advantage, The- bird tolloweth. And thar is 
$ 


danger when hi eſtate « at beſt. 

Let the Lord ſpeake for boh, out of his bleſſed 
word, we know he will not, nay, cannot but fay true 
for either fide. For the faithtull and their fatety #7/. 
Chriſt fortell's Perer of as much miſery as might be- 


fall him, when he ſignifves vato him that. Saran had a Lu. 22, 
deſire to wynnow him (with the reſt) as wheate| that is, 37* 


throughly, exactly, to the vtmoſt; by which words 
he meant to giue Peer to vnderſtand what miſeryes 
he was like {for the truthes ſake) to vndergoe, and 
how it came to paſſe accordingly, by Gods permiſ- 
fion of the Dive, and the power , and malice of his 
adhzrents, the ſtory of his denyall betore Chriſts 
death; and the relation of his lite, and death, in the 
booke of the As ef the Apoitles, doth abundantly evi- 
dence,and declare. But where with did Cri comfort 
Peter, when he tolde him of this outward diſcomfort 


and danger? why even with this a thing. | but 7 _ "— 


prayed for thee, that thy faith faile not] which was as muc 
as to fay;though many perſecutions, and perills may 
ſurprize thee, to the endaugering ot thy lite, even 


vato the death , yet know, thy ſoules eſtate $halbe 
BE G3 {ecu- 


3-Thaf the foule of a childe of God is ſale, in the worſt eftate he 3: Ad. 
canbe tn, in this life ; but a wicked mans ſoule ts 14 moſt Vamage« 
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ſecured, the power of grace i» 7he,the aſſurance of 

lory zo thee, shall inno wiſe faile, that shall ftand fafk 
- ever, whatſoever becometh of thy temporall 
part, which will perish. 

And not to Peter alone, was thus much ſpoken; 
but our Lerd leſs Chriſt ſayd as much to all that are of 
vpright harts, when he ſpake that parable of the 
& heard and the sheepe, wherof we read in the 
goſpell. He compares himſelf ro the good 5hepheard, 
and his ſaints to his -heepe: now becauſe no creatures 
doe more miſcarry through the violence, cruelty, 
and outrage , of deyouring beaſts, then sheepe doe, 
and none arein ſo much danger to be torne in peices 
as they , and no sheepe that men haue, are in halte 
the danger that Chri/?s -heepe are ; Chri/? doth of pur- 
pole provide, to prevent (I ſay not the danger it ſelf, 
as ifhe meant, that never, wo/e, or beare, should come 
neere his tolde,but) that feare, that might follow the 
danger,wherevnto they are incident,ſaying [y father 
who gaue them to me 1 greater then all,and none can take them 
out of my fathers hand} as it he should tell them, it were 
very poſlible, eaſy, and ordinary , for tyrants to 
breake into the told, and fetch a way asheepe, or 
two, and ſcatter (it not devoure)a whole flock; but 
(faith Chrif) though your fleeces should be shorne, 
= though your flesh should be torne, and you tax 


en from houſe &+ home,yea from the carth; yet know, 


that your be## part is ſufe/*, your ſoules shall none be 
able to touch, or take out of my fathers hand, who 
holderh you faſt, and wil-not let you goe from him- 
telf, ypon any tearmes; but will [ho{d you by bus right 
hand, and guide you by his conn{ell, and, ifterwards bring you tt 
gr, though, it may be through the burchers hands: 
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The Faithfull were. Fj 


And the — Peter himſelf tell's vs, (it may well 
be out of the happy experience, of the feeling of that 
which Chri// ſayd to himſelf before) that the ſainrs of 
God in thoſe times did rejoyce {and that in the 
middſt of many heavy temptations) with joy vnſeaka- 
bh and glorious, becauſe they were ſecured (touching 
their ſoules eſtate) of that jmmortall, and never fa- 
ding inheritance , which was reſerved for them 
(through the favour of God) in the heavens,and they pre» 
ſerved (through the power of God) vnto it. In ſome vncome 


firtable heavines they were, becauſe of their preſent 


aflictions, but the joy they felt by this blefſed afſu- 
rance oftheir ſoules eſtate, was fo much, that it was 
eneakeable. 

But now for the yngodly and the ſinner, on the 
other ſide, the caſe is altered with zhem in this thing; 
his body and ſtate , may be both very ſecure, and e- 
rery thing may goe with him, as he would haue it, 
be may be planted , and rooted, and grow rancke 
and pu Buns mizhtity, in all contentments to the de- 
fire of his hart , but in the meane while, though all 
bis externall things ſeeme to be built on the rock, yet 
tis ſoules eſtate is founded on the ſand, and that foe 
biſely, that every puffe of wynde, every waue of wa- 
ter, beare's it downe, by reafon of the perpetuall pe- 
till wherein it is. 

We have too many witneſſes of this wofull truth: 
Awbole world fell at once when they thought themlſel 
wes firme, and faſtin the dayes of Noah; neither were 
the bodyes of them all neerer drowning, then the ſou- 
es (I will not ſay of all, for the Apottle ſeeme's to 
}e, to controle it, but) of the moſt of them, were to 


lemnation. 
og: G4 The 


ww - 


iP, 4.8 


Ia,s.15. 


Iſa. 


56 The $11nts Advintage 
The Prophet Eſaiah, bring's in a merry crew of ſach 


as neither cared tor, nor feared, any thing,but paſſed 


their time with merrimeit and muſike, and ſoe ex- 
ceeded in jollity as it pail t: but on a ſuddaine, the 
next newes we heare of theſe good fe/lowes, is that [hell 
had enlarged it jeif. and epened her mouth without meaſure ts 
weceive them| as it hell were hungry tor them, and 
could not be ſatiſtyed till it had them; and are not 
they in moſt danger, atter whome hell is thus eager ? 
Tlie richg/utto;:1n the goſpell,was ſo well lyn'd,and 
growne foe warme in his wooll, havingjnn'd all his 
corne, enlarged every barne, and brought all _ 
ſoe abour, that now he was at harts eaſc, and could 
ler himſclf a aſe for many yeares, of peace , ſafety, 
tullnes,& all kinde of contentment; as it he thought, 
that not a man among a thouſand was better vnder- 
layd then himſelt, and that, (4s David once dream'd) his 
rock was made 1o ſtrong that their had beene no 
yrripg of it;alas, alas, what plight was his ſoule in;all 
this while? Noe ſooner had he breathed out the 
words that argued his conceited ſafery , but inſtantly 
another yoyce was heard trom heaven, a voyce dok- 
fu, heavy, and terrible ,arguing his dangerous, nay , his 
deſperate, nay, his damnca cate, now jmminent, and 
hanging over his head, and jmmediately to be exce- 
cuted vpon him, [how fooie rhis night shall they take away 
thy ſenle| was ever man mcerey miſcheite, that thought 
himſelt ſo farre trom it? he talkes of many yeares hap- 
pines; God tell's him of that perdition that the Pro-' 
pher ſpeake's of [deFruction chat come vpon the wicked, 
and he shall not ſee the morning thereof] that is, ſuch contu- 
fion as shall ſoone come, and make quick diſpatch 

of all, when it doth come, 
Thus 


The Faithfulls weffare; on 


" 'Thus are the ſoules of Gods faints bound faſt vp 
[inthe bundle of life] by the Lord Fimfſelt, the Lord of 
lite ; who hath-bound himſelt by his owne trnth, and 
faithfullnes, yea, ſworne by himſelf, and his holynes, 
to ſave them wholy harmeles, at the or that can 
come vnto them in this world. But for the ſoules of 
wicked perſons,they are inwotull plight,in their bo- 
dyes beſt eſtate, and lye oe ſcattered, negleted;and 
vnregarded, (as things of naught) that God in juſtice, 
let's them alone to be ſcized by Satars malice, to be a 
prey to thatdeyouring lyon, who will ſoone make e- 
verlaſting havock of them in hell. | | 

And this is the 7hird difference, and the faints rhird 
advantage, beyond all vngodly men , wherein how 
eaſy is it to determine, who hath the better end, or 
which is the happier ſtate ? any man that hath but a 
mans ſonle, jndued with reaſon, will ſoone preferre ſa- 
fety to danger in themſeJues, but whoſoever hath a - 
Chriſtians Gels ſeaſoned with re/igion, will preferre 
the former ypon any tearmes, even the very worſt, 
and accept the latter vpon noe tearmes, no not the 
beſt. The fourth advantage followeth. 


 #. A childe of God at the worſt he canbe in, inthis world © Aa- f 
hath no true cauſe of feare : And a wicked manat hu beſt, Vamages 


& ina ſtate mo#t fearefull. 
The moſt afflicted condition of the faithfull is 

yoyd of feare; and the fayreſt eſtate of awicked man 
is tull of feare. Gods booke giue's abundant teſtimo= 
ny of both ; fully trecing the ſaint from teare, and 
filling the ſinners hart with htle elſe. Let vs take no». 
tice of that which is revcaled for the people of Go 
in this particuler. 


The Prophet {ſaiah, tortell's marvelous miſery vnto1/a, 2.7, 
X , H the FIT : 
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the Church, vnder the names of fire, and water,both 
which doe reſemble, both great diſtreſſes, and grear 
abundance of them alſo: you know they are merci. 
les and outragious creatures, that doe nd burne, 
and vtterly overturne, all they prevaile vpon ; and 
like vato them maſt the calamityes be, that are like. 


ned (to vs)by them. Now,though the very naming of 


fire, and water, of floods and flames, (eſpecially to this 
end, to be metaphors of more heavy miſeryes) were e« 
nough to territy and affright men, and to cauſc teare 


to overflow all hope of any happines; yet the Lord. 


will in no wiſe have his children afrayd, but laye's it 
ypon them. by expreſſe inhibition. here, (as he alſo 
doth many a. time elſwhere) [Feare not 0 Iacob my ſer- 
wap] and: becauſc this might ſeeme an: exceeding 
ſtrange injunttion,he giue's them a rouge & excellent 
nn for it: [For I am with thee, the waters shall wet 
«rowne, the fire shall net burne thee &rc. | Behold, when he 
tell's then; of things. moſt; fearefwl/, he will not haue 
them. feareatall. 

. And the: Apoitk is of the ſame mynde, with the 
Prophet,yritingto the Church at Phibppi, (and in thoſe 
dayes.. the times. were: terrible , tyranny and ex- 
treame perſecution prevayled exceedingly ypon all 
ſuch., as could. be taund to profeſſe Chriitiamiry) and 


28, ;.a0cxhorting; them [iz n9/hing 70 feare the adverſayes] (for 
= [avr} isnoLoriginat.expreſied). Obſerve how general: 


theexhortation is, both. touching the adverſaryes, 


and the things,to be feared in. them [in nothing, feare 


dlvafunſagry ler:them: be who.they may be, neyer ſo 
merciles, feirce, or inhumane: let, their rage be what 
it wilbe, never ſoe vile, villanous, dyrefull, yea diabo- 
_ ,, licall, yet. when both are come to the ave/Z, and wy 

; | 
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S»9r74 , gine's them the ſame comfortable counſell, 
and yet he tell's them that their tribulation s 


,make the earth 2 &izde of hell ynto them , (for in what 
'torments may be called het) and yet he would not 


which would feare, yea affright , yea (almoſt) amaze 
-any body, to thinke that their enemyes are arvel/s, 


Or /n. 14/1, they arc not all of them (noe not at the 

" onto me Feare wt, and that when I was, inthe low dun- $S5:50e 
elf) yer I will feare noe evill] ſaith good David. And 7 fe 23-4 

* (in a word) our Lord 7eſzs Chriſt gave this for one a- 
'binde him, | Feare nor them, (let the men be as mary, Mar, Is: / 


"'as mighty ,as malicious, as they may be) zhat.can till 28, 
"rhe Fody) (be their manner of killing, as tyrannous, 
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that can be, neither is worth fearing. 2 
In like manner, 7ohn writting to the Church of 


and encouragement, againſt their perſecutions now 
approaching, ſaying, [ Feare nothing that theu halt (aff) 

albe 
ſoe extreame, and extraordinary, as it the d/ve/ were 
broke looſe among them,and come from hel it ſef, to 


ſence their tormentors are called Directs, their 


haue them feare, at all, though he tell them of that 


that is, ſoe exceedingly ſurpaſſing and beyond all 
ordinary oppreſſors, that none is bad enough to re- 
preſent them, but the dive/himſelf. 

Theſe are the general accquirtances that the Lord 
hath given his ſeryanrs to tree them from all feares 
in all aflictions; yea,let them ſeeme never ſo feareful, 


worſt) worth fearing in the leaſt. [Tho drewe#f neere ____ 
(faith good Ieremiah) i» the day of my trouble, and ſaydft Lame. zl 


geox.] (Though Iwalke in the vatey of the shaddow of death, 57" 
(that is, in the moſt diſcomfortable ſtate of death it 


mong thofe many moſt gracious leſſons he letr be- 


totturous, yea barbarous,and cruell as it can be) as 
7 H 2 | 


1-loh, 
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if he would ſay, neither perſccutors, nor perſecu- 
tions of auy kinde, are cauſe of any fteare in the faith- 
fall; he who ſpake it (as 4») well knew what he 
fayd, (5 God) and therefore we ſtand bound to obe 
him as Chrif, both God and man; knowing right _ 
that if any thing. in mans power, might haue beene 
juſt matter of feare, to.the faithfull, he would not 
haue layd this jnjunCtion vpon them; but being az, 
and accquanited with humane frailety, and. being 
God, having command over ſuch corruptions, ay. he 
knew would flow from the: ſame; he forbids .a/ feare, 
111 a//caſes, becauſe no ſuch feare in. vs, can conſiſt 
with the freedome of his graces; for as true /ave, fo 
true faith [cafteth ar feare,) and ſoe doth every ſaving 
grace which he hath given vs,. 

But now on the-other.ſide the feare of the profane 
doth overflow him art his beff, & in the tulleſt ttreame 
of his.externall happines, it breake's in. vpon him to 
the diſturbance of his hart, yea to.the teartull de- 
ſtroying of himſelf, even when he tcare's nothing. 

Pharaoh followed ſſracll with a reſoved mynd to re- 
poſeie and re-enſ]aue them voto him for cver, he 

ath all the ſucceſſe, hart can wish, the ſea is holden 
vp tor. him, by the ſame miracwonr hand of the Almigh- 
z7y, which kept.it for his owne people to paſle over, 


.why should befcare any ordinary, danger.ot drowning 
who had an extraprdiniry meancs of preſervation? and 


now that he ſee's Gol to ſeeme (ar leaſt) to favour 
him, he is bolde and adventurous,and fcarc's not, but 
he may follow them cloſe; but. you know the feareul 
ifſuc of this feare-{es attempt, to wit, his 0wne,ard his 
peoples helples overthrow,in the middſt of that ſeas. 
whercin he ſuppoſed himſclt as ſafe, as Gods ſaints 
Were, 
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were, and beſides the wofull peri hing of his body, 
the loſſe of his ſoule was moſt heavy of all. '' '* 


Belhazzar,was were he would be (you know)when Dan. 


he had his princes, his peeres, his wiues and concu- 
bines, about him,to quaffe, (wil, and carenſe, in the ſa- 
cred yeflells. of Gods houſe; how #oike ; jpviall,and 
merry that Kingywas, we may ealily conceive,and how 
farre he had put away all feare of any. diſmallacci- 
dent from him, we may alſo well jmagitie. Howbeir 
beholde, when beſuſpected, nay furmized, nothing, 
that might any way diſfaffect, nauch leſſe amaze. him, 
he hath ſuch-a ſuddayne; and dreadfull objeCtim his 
eye, as the like hath never beene heard, or read' off 


| hefore; a mooving hand, writting wofull zhings againſt 


him, og the wall; and therewith, was he; ſo diftempe- 
red; terrifyed , and in ſucha'taking, as.his charrexing 
teeth, his throbbing hart., his knocking knee's, (and the reit 
of his:q#ating members though not mentioned) may 
ſipnify the ſtate of his perplexcd ſpirit, and diftrac- 

tedemynde:., v.03 wo nl £109 i RS 

It were molt caſy to multiply many of. this-fear-. 

full. crew.,.whome, the Lord hath-accurſed many 
wayes, and gmong the veſt, with ſuch torlorne,, nay 
infernall feares ; as many a time are threatned.,vn= 
them from bim,who is FEAR #it felt, even'the molt 
fearfull an1 terrible GO D,who hath shewed all menaow 
farre he can | doth,and will,tor eve »kecps them 
(evEar their þ ]ynder the.bandage - baſe frare;She- 
wing himſelFvnto,them evermore, both is; his word, 
by thoſe rerryfying titles gf a. wdge, an Avenger Cons . 
famine firgang 16 bis works by, thoſe awazing,&.ſoule- 

Mftrapog dents, wl Ich doe molt. vaexpectedly .0- 
m; & are(asjt were), the.very beginnings of 
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bellynto them; wherein there shalbe an infiniteand 
endles (I fay not confurmaurien, bu) conbynation, of all 


foufutabiogs for ever to abide, and abound, vpon 
- | 


_ ' And this is the fourth difference, betweene the righ- 
eeousand the jrreligious, and the ſavrth advantige we 
(who are-Gods)haue of the other. The faithfullare 
Fee from feare, the profane are /w/ of it ; it hath 
ſcarce, (and'onght not to have at all) 4 being, in thoſe 
.thatare the Lords; and belong to his loue , andin 


the reſt wthitig is more powettull, not only beingin | | 


[them but beitig the greateſt predominanr that beareth 
rale, and oyerbeareth, both themſelues (and that 
whenthiey are be x eaſe, )and all thoſe things where- 
in they doe- moſt boaſt, atid bA4fe rhemſeives, as their 

manner is to*'doe, And'which of theſe :wo to take,is 

moſt eafily , and quickly determined., by any man 

who is not feared gut of his witts. The /# advantage 

followeth.” © © | | I 
S$- That the very worſt that ever befell any chill of God in 


Vargge, © thi world,was ſent of purpoſe to prevent the worlt of all, 


"(viz perdition i») the world rp come) but the beſt that 
4 withed mh had, was but to helpe bins the weertr 
#0 [f.' © 21013 :3 J : 4 | , 

The ſcriptures playne and plentifall for ether 

parywe will rake a taſte ofboth. The Apoſtle writting 
©<o the Coringhians (and inthe to all trac rift) 


<dotly aire ys that what torrtion or :chaftiſement, 
'we'enduie here, is toſaue vs from confuſion for ever 
eOr-r1 ue (laithithe} chaifemid of the Lord, this we wicht nat be 


onde red with the world die Lord doth,as ge parents 
"Yor to bait ahiliren beſtow many a whipping vpon V3, 
to laue vs from hanging! his' sharpeſt 744, is bot to 

4 wes . pre: 
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| bulation,if it were not a ſanctityed and aflured'mea- 


The Faithfulls welfare; 65. 
preventasharper ſwore, is it not better to mars then 
to blede? or to bleede a ith by the gracious hand ofa. 
good father, then to blede ro degrh by the ſevere:hand 
of a rigorous excecutioner ? | 

Surely there was ſomewhat in it, that David tell's: 
vs it was ſoe [good for him that he bad beone: afflifed;11? 1-179: 
which intimate's he had beene in an ill caſe, if it had: */” 
not beene ſoe : And whatmay be that ſweete Fuit char Heb 11.8 
come's to ſuch as haue beene (not once, (or ſoe) ſmitten, but) 
excerciſed often wndey affiietion ?} it it be not: this we 
' ſpeake oft Or whatcolourof reaſon can berendred;: 
why: we $hould' not only rejoxce, but even in tri- 


Rom. 


ves to eſcape deſtruction ?-[7hy Rod and thy Staffe (ſaith: 
ood:David) hey corpfort me| why ? how foe ? it were a 
les:ſpeech and'yntrae, if he had not told vs be« 
fore, thatthe Lord was his shepheard, and dealt with 
himas carefull shepheards doe, vie the rod, and /afe, 
toſane them from the beare,and'wolfe,and thereypow- 
he tell's vs, that no danger can affright him, becauſe 
the Lord'(by.corredion) deliver's him, from the ruyine 
whereinto els he would run: Better the shepheard 
ſm1te, thenthe wolte by;e; they arc good ftroakes that 
keepe vs from the:pawes and jawes of the deyourer. 
And this was \ſmel't of one of 7obs freinds long before 
theſe dayes, whotell's hin; (and God tell's vs in him) 
that when the Lord meaneth to{ [ave 4 mans ſonle fFors 109-33» 
the pit, &c, he chaſteneth him with payne, &c: | (cou "ging I8-1g- 
tim-ſeverety , that he may ſaue him graciouſly - A 
wherein, bur in this alone, could his /ave vs vs, and 
lis cha#73/ernent of vs, goe together? 
| But on the vnigodly mans part, you haue heard be- 


bre,that his beſt eſtate helpe's him to bell, ay + 
EY H 4; WOUL: 


Gy. The Saints Advant oe, 


doth more further his eternall miſery, the the things 
heaccounts his greateſt merey,” 


1-6.9.70 What ſayd the Lord to 1ſaiah: [mike the hart of thu 


people fart , their eares heavy &c,) let them remayne in» 
ſenſible of any inſtruction, incapable of any humilia- 


- tion ;\ſtirrethem- not, never trouble them, bur giue 
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them their owne way and will, that they may bear 
harts eaſe; but to what end is all this graunted ? why; 


thar their endles miſery may be haſtened, to prevent 
their ſatvarion , which they refuſed, to procure their 
damnation which they deſerved. And the fame. fayd 
Chriſt (out of this Prophet) to thoſe ot his time , who 


reſting in the ſame condition, were reſerved to the ſame 


deftrucition. | 


Doe we not reade of ſome that were free framall 


miſeryes, and had a kinde ofexeniption fromall af 
fliftions,all their dayes, and paſſed their time as mer- 


rily as ever men did, (in royott and revelling,) and. 
the next-newes we heare of them, is theireverlaſting: 


overthrow forevyer.and ever? what was it which was 
ſayd to Dives being in hell torments, even this, [hos 
in thy life time had#t thy pleaſure, crc : but now thou art tor- 
zentcd | as it he should ſay, thy pleaſure, eaſe, delicas 
Cy, &c, were the things that haſtened this perdition 
whereſh thou art. And you muſt jmagine this one 
to be the emblem , .or perſon repreſentarive of all that 


Great exe's that ever came or shall.come -iato hell:: 


nothings isa ſurcr harbingey of eternall damnation to 


an vngodly man, then his freedome trom temporalt 


affliction. 
Did you not heare before, that [Therefore hell had 


« enlaygea her ſelf and opened her month, &c,| becaule it {ee- 


med moſt greedy to deyoure the fatteft, aud gret 
F re 
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teft, of thoſe that were never taken downe nor aba- 
ted, by any carthly calamity, as if ſuch men were the 
ſweeteſt morſells, hell could haue? 

And doe you not read againe on the contrary, 


that, [Therefore the ſairts of God are in his glorious preſence Ret, 7. 
day and night for ever, and ever , and haue all teares wyped 14.1 5, 


from their eyes, becauſe they came ont of great tribulation 
and perſecution, and had beene foe miſerablely han« 
dled herein this world, that being ſo rhyzne, and /came, 
ſo poore, and bare, for Chri#f, they might the better 
(even tor that cauſe) come to be partakers of this 
celeſtiall bleflednes with Chr:z#, 

And this is the F# difference, and the ſaints ## ad- 
vantage, and it is no mare, but a mighty odd's that we 
haue of them herein: Our ze-pora/{ miſery preven- 
teth our eternal; their remporary happines doth haſten 
their ever/a/tizg miſery. What man in his right mynde, 
would not ſoone ſay, which of the two be would 
take, whether the wor/# of this world, with afſurance 
ef »oevi/l in that which is tocome; or that which may 
be be here, with ceartainety of the wor/? that hellcan 
yeelde him afterward. Alwayes we fee, a childe of 
Gat bis wor/#,hath his beſt eſtate behynde,and a wic- 
ked mans worſt is to come, when he hath had the beſt 
this world could affoord him. This earth is ewr hell, 
(even all the hell we sball haue;) heaven $shall ſurely 
follow it. It is 7hciy heaven, (even all the heaven they 
canhaue)and bel marfÞ shall furely entue:, and ſuc- 
ceede it. And this is our #/ advantage. The /zxt and 
kit followeth, and that 1s this. 


6. Thas a child of God at his worſt, even 1n all his evill þ, Ade 
whatſoever, i« evermore in attuall peſeſ/ion of all his ex- Vamnagh 


cellencyes : bus a wicked man, hath nothing but igno- 
I miny 
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miny 4#d baſencs, at his beſt,even in al! ghis hononrs. 
Take achilde of God,and conceit him to be cloa- 
thed with all the calamity and contempt, you can 
jmagine, ſuppoſe him vader all the reproach and mi- 
ſery, that is poſſible to be put vpou him, yet now iy 
Gods acconnt he is, 
A childe of God, 
An heire of heaven, 
A cobcire with Chriſt, 
A King, and more then a congueronr, 

And jndeede more then can be vttered by vs, or 
| conceived by himſelte, according to that of the As 
216h.3-2 poſtle : [me are now the ſons of God , but it doth not appeare 

what we shalbe]as if he Should ſay, we know we haue a 
tate to come , whoſe excellency cannot be knowne 
here;altthe world cannot deviſe 2 name good enough 
to declareit; the ytmoſt here is to be called zhe ſors of 
God; but what we $sbalbe, is ſuch a ſtate as can be cal- 
led by zoname on earth, we haue | 2 fe which is hid mith 
Eat 3.3 Chrift in God) and till he be revealed from heaven, at 
his ſecond:comming, the glory of this our condition 
cannot be diſcovered, 

Bur on the other fide, how baſe & worthleſle, con- 
- temptible and contumelious, is every vngodly man, 
- . inthe middefſt of all his glory and renowne , and all 
" the applauſe the world putt's vpon him? he that 
take's notice by what tearmes the Hoy Gho/t doth en- 
ſtile them, cannot-but ſay,we ſay the truth, atleaftin 
part; for. their ful infamy being finite, that is allo re- 
ſerved, till the 2»f7icc honour of the elect shalbe wank 

&ſed, In the meane time are the not called, 

Children of hell, 
Slawes of Satdide 
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File perſons, 
Dogs, ſwyne, vypers, yea avells, 

With many other more, ofthe like larhſame kinde, 
infired by the Lord, pewnghby his ſecretaryes,recorded 
in his ſcriptnres, preached by his meſſengers, and re- 
mayning forever, as the righteous brands, and moſt 
proper appellations, that God himſelf hath put vpon 
them, and which they muſt beare from him, who is #09 

reat , and 700 good,to ynliay, one jo4,o0r zittle,of that he 
| tor ſpoken. 

To inſtance partrculer perſons were to litle pur- 
poſe, all that are mentioned by name, or compre- 
hended, and meant, in that peereles catalogue which 
we haue in this chapter, though they were expoſed 
to the worſt and vtmoſt contempts that could be,for 
3nfamy, and to the moſt tyrannous and villanous tor- 
ments that could be for ex:reamity; yet the worf# word 


we hcare of them is this: [ A// theſe ayed in the faith, and **Y: rgi 
vbtayned a good report | and againe | Of whome the world was 39* 
net worthy loe, a world [nay more then a world) of ho-V*73 F, 


nour, in two or three words, tor the whole world, (to 
wit, of wor/aly and wnzodly perfons,) is not valued atthe 
worth of one childe of Goa, no not by God himfelf,whs 
hath bought them at a hizþprice,yet gaue nomore for 
them, then he thought them A and hath made 
knowne their worth to the world, by the price he be- 
ſtowed on them, viz : the mf precious blood of his only 
ſon, which it pleaſed him not to thinke zoo good, to be 
given for the purchaſe of their redemption, glory. 
So that they are not overvalued.at this invaluable rate, 
ſeing the moſt wiſe God ovt of his owne wiſdome,and 
loue , hath ſet thus much ypon them, and in notac- 
counting the world worthy of.them, hath alſo IS 
[2 (© 


ith, 
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ſe (throngh the meritts of the Lord that bought 
them) to account them worthy of the world to come, and 
of all that glory, 7umortality , life and beleſſednes , there, 
which all the witt, reaſon,ang. utmoſt reach, of mor. 
tall man, is not ſo much as able once to'greſle at ; for 
itbeing ſoe abſolutely Maice, ir doth infinitely ſur- 
pail: all poſſibility of man to ayme ar it, much leſſe 
comprehend. 

Oa the contrary now , where $hall the vngodly 
and the finnerappeare? or what shalbe accounted of 
them, if the Lord come to giue ſentence vpon them 
at the wery bet of their eſtate? what arc they worth? 
how are they eſteemed before him ? why »othing , v4- 
nity, yea, teſſe then nothing, lighter then vanity ; more vile 
then the baſeſt yermyne they tread. vpon, yea more 
vile then the earth which harboureth both them and 
all baſe vermyne whatſoever ; no creature ſo bad as 
they,vpon the whole earth, only the Dive/ in hell,he 
is ſomewhat worſe, and by how much he is worſe then 


' they, (becauſe he made them naught,) by ſo much are 


they worſe then all other creatures, who were by 
them,and for their ſakes, accar{ed. 

To be entituled dogs, ſwyve, vypers and ſuch like ,is 
only to shew their baſenes ,as theſe creatures ſeeme 
to vs, not as they are in themſelues; tor ſoe faith 14, 
[ehey are;not to be compared tothe dogs of my flock; |tor theſe 
creatures, God made them exceeding good, only fin 
(their /im) hath made them foe naught, as we viually ac- 
count them to be; in themſelues they haue no fin, 
nor ought els that is bad, but only by them,by whoſe 
fins they are corrupred, and degenerate from that 
poble excellency,, aud thoſe notable gualityes of their na- 
WIE, which once they bad, when they bad au eftate 

as 
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Ispnfe in nature,as we our ſelues in onr created con- 


dition. Now therefore as the D;ve/! only is worſt of 


all;becauſe he made wicked men ſo bad, ſoc they 
(next him) are the worſt in the world, becauſe all 
other things are jmbaſed by them, 

Beſides, take the mizhie/t among the men of the 
world, have not their names; pilaished with them? 
and are beome as rotten as their bodyes? yea worſe? 
becanſe whereas the carkaſe is conſumed in the earth 
&anoye's none, their name line's like carryouraboue 
ground ynburyed.and ſtinks more,and more ſtrong- 
ly from one age to another, and shall liue to rott 
through all generations to come for ever, till they 
Shalbe againe rayſed out of rottennes, to live and 
mecete their living /4/hſome names before the Lords 
judgments ſeate., who shall then, and there, put aw 
end to both, by throwing both, into the bottomleſle 
pitt of endles. perdition, they being the men that 
mult riſe (to fall) to everlaſting shame and cons 
tempt. 

' To particulate Cayne, Saul, Ahitophell, Ahab, Tndas , or 
the reſt of that heaad-ro/e of branded perſons whome 
the living and moſt glorious God, hath marked tor 
remarkeable infamy , were not to much purpoſe, 
and we haue had occaſion to note them before= 
it ſufficeth to know, that their glory is with shame, 
and that all the rep«ration wah, ce. had with men 
at the greazeſt, = oY but made their reproach greater 
with.God. Men haue heaped honourable titles of 
greatnes vpon them to dignify and renowne 
them , which haue beene but the pou Vapours 
of their ayery words, breathed out either tor feare or for- 
flatrery , and baue vanished in the very vtterance ; 
: I 3 and; 
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and God hath laden them with heavy, and moſt ignov 
minious appellations; which his mouth having /okey, 
and his pen having wrizzen, muſt remayne to cleaue 
for ever,vnto that »9/ vnworthy, 8 miſcrable memorial 
which the world hath of them , who knowe's them 
by no names, or titles , but only by thoſe that are 
worſe then none at all. | 

And touching both (in this laſt difference) it may 
be well and fafely obſerved, that the worſe words the 
world hath given Gods ſaints, the berrer and ore gle- 
riow tithsare given them of God himſelf: and the more 
men haue renowned the other, the more hath the 
Lord abhorred them, and made them abhominable, 
toall eyes and cares. 

His owne ſoz (our ſaviour) when in the dayes of 
his flesh he dwelt among vs , had as bad, yea, and 
farre worſe language given him, then any that ever 
lived; he that reades his life knowe's how oft he was 
abuſed, and moſt baſely vilyfied, he was 4 Samaritane, 
he was mad, he had a djvell, 8&6: but the Lord God (his 
father,and our father,) hath giver hims « name aboue all 
names, and honor and glory ror all principalityes 


PW. 2.9 and powers; and ſo much the more glorioully exal- 


ted him, by how much among men he was become 
the ſcorne,and contempt of the people. Andin like 
manner doth he deale with Chri#ians (as he did with 
Chrizt) according tothe eminency of their piety (for 
which, rbe greater it x, they ſuffer greater reproach,) 
he giue's them more excellent glory|, even in the 
eyes of men, as we might shew in many examples, 
And this is our /zx: and laſt Advantage. 

And now (beloved and longed for in the Lord) 
what sball we fay to theſe things? here we bane u_ 
| | a 5 
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a -hert, and ſummary ſurvey of thoſe ſinguler, and ce- 
leſtiall advantages,that the Lords people haue,(even 
at their ws:/) of all vngodly men at their bee. I fay a 
short and ſummary ſurvey of them, for if we should en- 
large our ſclues in the diſcovery of them ſo farre as 
we might,whenshould we haue done ? or where $hould 
we end? or, if we could manifeſt them as they are, 
{which mortality cannot dee) there could be neither end, 
nor »eaſure, of our diſcourſe ; nay, it might be truly 
ſayd of theſe excellent things, asthe Fwangzeh#t ſpea- 
keth of the reſt ofthe acts, and ſayings of Chriſt, ; 
which are vnwritten,that{zhe whole world would not con- Toh.2r, | 
-zayne the bookes , &c, | that muſt contayue, the full de- 2x, | 
claration of thoſe infinite things, wherein the true 
comfort of the ſaints doth conſiſt; for they are (in | 
truth) »v7terable, nay indeede, wnſearchable, as the 4- 
poi#k doth plainely ſignify when he faith he heard 
(being wrapt into the thira heaven) things not to be vitered.] 
And if of the myſteryes and ſecrets of the goſpell 
(which elſwhere he ſpeaketh of,) much more may it 
be moſt truly ſayd of the conſolation, benefit;andre- 2 
ward of the fairh/ul! and perſecuted profeſſors of the "2 
fame , that they are ſuch [as eye harh not ſeene, eare hath ,cqy, 2. g | 
not heard, nor haue entred into the hart of man ro apprehend, | | 
the »azura// man is meant in the former, the firitual, 
may be ynderſtoodin the latter:For grace is asvnable 
(mixt with infirmity) tro comprehend heavenly things 
that are g/oriou4, as nature (voyd of grace) is, to con» 
ceive aright and reach, thoſe that be hot and graczowe. 
Why then, what $hall we ſay to theſe heavenly 
things, thus heaped vp together, to make vs wholy hap 
py? if the Lord haue layd them vp in hs booke Should 
not we lay them vp in ovr boſomes?& bleile him abun= 
14 canty 
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dantly who hath ſoe over abundantly bleſſed vs with 
theſc benedictions, whichare ſent vs, ſoe to ſweerten 
the bittereſt cup of our calamity, that we mighc 
drinke the bottome of it with all cheerfullnes and 
rejoycing? what ſayd the good Prophet of God once, 
in a caſe of this kinde, | Rejoyce 0 heaven, and be joyfiull 0 
earth , breake forth into prayſes O yee monntaines for  - Lord 
hath comforted hu people, an1 shewed mercy wpon his afflicted] 
and even this, may and ought all Gods people now 
to ſpeake (conſidering the pemiſles) in the particu- 
lers that we haue revealed: 

Howcame the good Chri/tians of the primitiue times 
when perſecution was ſoe ſore and extreame , nor 
only {as was noted before) ſto rejoyce, but eyen to 

F0.5.3- glory in tribulation?] [zo ſuffer with joy (yea with much 
Heb.10. joy) the ſpoyling of their gosds?] to goe trom the confi- 
34 ftory with bloody shoulders, yer [24d harrs, rejoyci 
AZZ. 5.40 that were accounted worthy to undergoe + wor## for Chritt ? 
| #- Andthe Apoſtle who was ſoabundant, aboue all the 
reſt, (not only in the /abowrs, but in the ſ#frings of the 
goſpell, alſo) telleth vs playuly [Great « my rezoxcing, I 
am full of comfort , 1 have (not only abundant joy, but) 
Joy over-abundant in all my tritulations. | Theſeare it _ 
words, yet true, and ſuch as he faith,he hath already 
in poſeſſion, and not only in ſome 4ghrer afflictions, 
but in his heawyeſt diſtrefes, eycn in af his tribula» 

tions; 
Tohane Great joy, 
Tobe full of comfort, yea 
To be over-tull, or io over-abounde, 
is ſuch a ſtrayne of ſpeech, as never fell from man, 
by any ſence or reaſon of flesh and blood , but _ 
om the ric of Goa, and the powey of his —_ 
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had perſwaded his ſoule of the ſpeetnes of this ſaving 
truth that we teach; that a man at his woz7/should not 
only be fa, but overflow with comfort and joy, which 
is more then any wicked man can fay of his beff, for 


over-#1 the hart of man, he cannot be fatiſfyed, much 
leſſe can he be glurted indeede, or ſurfert intruth, with all 
temporall delights, he that had the largeſt share in 
them of any mortal man that ever liued, (even Salo- 
mon) tell's vs they cannot giue full contentment, & 


our meaſure of joy and ſolace , preſſed downe tothe 
bagome, filled vp tothe brym, and running over ypon 
vs, from the Lord, who telleth vs, that theſe light 


- and short troubles, (doe not only thus confiſt with 
our great rejoycing here preſent, but) they [procure © Cor.4% 


onto vs in heaven, an exceeding exceſſine (tor 1oe the 
words doe ſound in their true ſence) eternal wairht of 
glory:] loc, what wordsthe Holy Gho#t vieth to expreſie 
theſe things to vs, [omwidine,) ſexceſinn] to giue vs to 
know, thar theſe being the greaze/? words which can 
Shew any thing to vs,the things intended m them,are 
greater then al! words can expreile. 

And why then doe we drogpe, or faint ynder any 
thing {dearely beloved?) how ill doth ſorrow or 


commanded to | rejoyce in the Lord, evermore,) but hath 


thoughts vpon theſe divine things they would pro- 


{duce very divine effects in our harts, and put vs (as 


ityere) into heavep betore-hand,(in parr,) aud make 
ki. K Vs 


all the happines vader heaven cannot #/, much lefle | 


againe [he eye cannot be ſatiſfed with ſeeing , nor the eave Eccle ” 
with bearing, &c-] but here, at our very wor# , we have 70. 


teare (of this ſort) become a Sant? who is not only rThef A 


reaſon give him ſoe to doe, in the things (thus farre) phit PN. 
declared by vs. ,Qeſtionlcſſe, if we could ſettle our © 
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ys. much the more meete, for the abſolute poſeſſion 
of the perietions thereof in due time, 

And this is the #7 #-/ of this moſt worthy point 
of truth, whercin though we haue ſeemed long to 
inſiſt; yet know, it is ſuch good being here, (as Peter 
once fayd) that we could even build tabernacles in 
the blefſed comfort of the ſame,as finding it tobe 
much harder to ger 6#:/,then zo gee on turther in the dif. 
covery hereof,wherein a faithtull man is{afteraſort) 
tran{igured,and mounted aloft farre beyond all morca. 
bity,riſery,and vexation,ot men,or divellsin this world; 
which now , (thus rayſed) either he feeth not, or if 
he doe , he beholdeth them as farre vnder his feeze, 
with a Chriſtian, and holy contempt, and himſelf 
hath (his hart being ſetled on theſe things) his ſeate 
on high with the Lord, and his bleſſed and beloved 
ones, vnto whome he ſeemeth to be tranſlated, in the 
fwecte apprehenſions of his ſoule , while he is con- 
verſant.in theſe ſacred, and ſupernaturall medita- 
tions; avd beholdeth the g/oriowface of God, shyning 
ypon him,and his owne hart ſoc dazeled with the hea- 
wewy lnſtre of this moſt bleſſed lighr, that he cannot 
welltell(forthe time) where he ts, whether iche body 
#r nec, his foule ſoaring aloft, and finding ſuch incon- 

cCcivable contentment in theſe conſolations. 

But we muſt putauend to our diſcourſe of theſe 
eomforts and leaue the reſt, to that time when we 
shallcome into a&w// and full poſefiion of exdies bfe, 
where we Shall enjoy the infinite fullaes of thoſe 
things, whereof, all that can be fayd of the be things 
that are here, are, but the beginnings, and firſt fruits, of 
that which we sball haue here. 


2.Ye. Andioe we come to a ſecond ſe ofthey this bleſſe | 
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Auth which concerneth wicked men; viito whome Terrws 
we muſt change our note, and /ivz anorher rune, from ro preſe- 
the true conſequence of the ſame ; for it foundeth c#vrs. 
(as all heavenly truth doth) heaw44,in their eares;and 
was not more pweerely mu/icall to the ſaints , then it is 
dolefubly miſerable, to ſinners. We neede not ſay much 
to them, the loſe of all the aforeſayd happines and 
felicity of the faithfull, is more then a litle, inaſmuch 
as weſhaue ſeene,(as we haue gone all 2-long from one 
paſſage to another,) their mi & vnhappines,hath 
ſtill bcene entwiſted (oppoſe) to the joy of Gods 
choſen, and entayled there--nto;ſo that they are not 
only deprived of foe muchjoy,as hath appeared to the 
Fairhfull inevery particuler, from point to point;but 
are further afſared of as many, and as great miſcheifs, 
as our mercyes doe amount vnto;every comfort to vs, 
carrying with ita curſealſo vnto them, 

Yet over and aboue all that we haue ſayd, there is 
ſomewhat more falling vypon them, (to their further 
terror) from this truth ; and that is meant vntothe 
perſecutors and tormentors of Gods people, who 
doe full often affright,and territy,thoſe whome they 
haue in'their power, with big, and bitter words, with 
cruell, and curſed ſpeakings; viz: that zh, and rha# 
they will doe, and they hall , (I,that they sball) well 
know,that it is in their power to excerciſe their pleas 
ſure, and to haue their will vppn them : Iuſt, asinfo- 
lent and jmperious as Pilate, [knowe## thou not that I hawe 

power to bynae thee , &c,| and theſe tyrants will jmprt- 

ſon,will tortare, will kill, what will they not doe? and 

what shall not Gods childe enazre, if cither vile woras, 

or villangw deedes, may put them into dread , diltrac- 
. tion, yea, deſperation ? 
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But wilt thow knew, O thou vayne man ], and yile 


- miſcreant, how jdlely all this is vttered to territy 


him, who can by vertue of the glorious light of this 
gracious truth , 775umphanth retort all this vpon thy 
ſelf, rothyne owne terror and amazement of hart, 
and tell thee to thy teeth, that ſeing the w»rfiot Gods 
childe is better then the be#, of any wicked'manz 
therefore all thou canſt ſay, or doe, cannot make 
him halfe ſo miſerable as thy ſelf art, who doeft thus 
meriace the members of {#2 Chriz#. When thou haſt 
ſpertt.out all thy mallice, pred wp all the venyme , pert, 
and emptyed vpoi) them , all the malignity and gall 
the divell everengendered, and encreaſed in thee; 
yeteven then, thou haſt nor made him halte foe «x- 
happy , as thou now att inthy conceired happines, and ex- 
emption, fromall theſe extreamityes, 

And the poore diſtreſſed Marizr of the Lord Teſas, 
may ſay in the tryumph, of a true & pou ertull taith, 
O Tyrant, Or Oppreſſor, know , that now in this agony, intheſe 
angniches, I will not chenge fates with thee , my caſe 1s better 
then thine, all thog canit doe, cannot make me ſo bad as thyſelf; 
my tortures cre to he preferred to thy pleaſures, my racks , chay= 
nes, ſcourges, &'c , canuot make me (o miſerable, as thy palace, 
profþcrity, eaſe, honour, and power make's thee : I am more j0- 
yores under all theſe great gretvances, then thou canit beinall 

thy greateit gloryes: dog thou perſecute I will joy , doe thaw af- 
Hit I will pray; {mite thou, I will ſmile; ny God hath lajd 4 
ſweete, a ſoueraigae, a healing., yea a heavenly plaiſter, to all 


theſe bitter ſeres, which fully cuxe's thim,anda comtorts me: 


namely, that be hath taught pe to learne that which now, 1 haue 
kearned to feele, that my worit eate,ts better then thy be#t,the 


ſmeetnes of nhich leſſon, make's all cvills eaſy 10 {waliw,and of. 


quick, and comfortable digeſtion , even at the extreameſt, a 
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they canbe. And herein joy, and will joy, maugre allthe drvelts 


in hell, and hefthan nds on earth. | 


Would not this, (or the like ſpeach vnto this) 


make the eares of tyrants to zi2z/e,and their harts to 
tremble ? would it' not 'vexe and torture their very 
ſpirits within them, tohere theſe voyces founding 
"ng the mouthes of thoſe, who are yuder their 
heavieſt vexations ? 

Ceartainely , it would worke one way or other with 
them , if theycould but beleeuc:it; either" it would 
cauſe: repentance vnto ſalvation , and make ithem 
weary of their wickednes, and moſt willing to be- 
.come as one of them: whome they thus abuſe; or to 
frettand fume , and gnaw, their owne' bowells, 
to ſee themſelues > in all the jmpious purpo= 
ſes, which being to make the Lords people moſt mi- 
ſerable of all men, cannot by the -29#, and worſt, and 
a{,they can doe, make them any way ſoe miſerable 
as themſelues, who (91 heir owne opinion) are more. hap- 
py then any. Doe you thinke it would not make 


\ 


uk 


their harts toboy/e, yea to burxe, within them and 


chafe them ſoe throughly,that they should be forced 
tofoameat month, with indignation, and. diſtemper? 
Were a-man but in their boſomes , to ſeechow they 
irett, and vexe jmwardy, when they perceive,” God 
himſelf to laugh them to-ſcorne in heaven, and 4 
people to laugh at them on earth, to ſee , thatall the 


, mallice and villany the' divell can arme them with-- 


all, cannot make anothers eſtate a7 wor/#, lobad then 
their owne , at be; then would ſomething appeare, 
as the  effet and efficacy of this truth, which we 
bave told them; it-ma be they would ceaſe their 
bloody hands againſt the blefled of the Lord, and. 
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- to hy them on themſelnes , as de, (and ſome 
_  __., otheroftheir prediceſors,) haue done. But our God,the 
20 4-4 Gas of beaveri, doth ſuffer the Divel, the [ God of this world 
ta blyndefalde their eyes that they should not ſee,| or know, or 
acknowledg this truth, 8 ſoe by the ignorance ther. 
- of, they worke out, at once | 
- FAY Their owne perdition, and 
Phir.28 Osr (atvation, and make 
Vs, blefſed Martyrs 
Themſelnes,accarſed Malefattors, 
in deſpighr ofall that they (conrrarih) intend;and her: 
| .of,it they might, or could be perſwaded, noqueſtion 
were to be made, but they would quickly become, 
1 either berrer,or worſe. Bit it is miſery enough that they 
1 cannot be bronghe tobeleeue rhe ſame ; oh, what 
0-4-3 ſaith the Apoſtle [ifoxr goſpel be hid, it is hidto them that 
ave lofft] A heavy ſentence, inaſmuch as by ignorance 
(eſpecally w/ut) of any truth, more /in is multiplyed 
nſt Ged,mzore ſervice, is done to the Djve/,more mit- 
te to men,and (conſequently) more plagues hea- 
ped on, and wrath ſtored vp agaiuſt the day of wrath, 
to be powered by the mi us. arme of Almighty God, 
| the heads of all Gar 4M haue thus encreaſed 
'their japieryes before him, whoshall not efcape the 
full poylonof all thoſe his exvenemed wyals which he 
bath revealed from heaven , to be reſeryed in hell 
for them. 

But we will: now /ea#- theſe mcn,, as men /ef# of Gat, 
andnot foe happy as once togiue vs,che hearing, or the 
Lord, the beleeving of this rruth , but given over tobe 
dranke with their owne dafons, to their owne damna- 
tion, perſwading themſeluesfoe well of ther owns 
evill eftats, and being ſvill:perſaded of the gooG 
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The Faithfulls welfare. » 
and bleſſed condition of Gods children , that they 
meane-to continne as they are;, and toproceede; in 
their jmpiety againſt the Lord, & oppreſſion againſt 
his people, till they haue wrought out, their owne e- 
ternall confufion by barb, and provoked the dread- 
fullindignation of the Lord God, ro.come vpon them 
to the vttermoſt, through this double puigurty,, commir- 
ted againſt his higheſt majeſty. 


And in our /a/f ve we will turne our ſpeech toall 3. YF. 
manner of perſons,endeayouring'to doe our beſt, to /nFrer- 
giue them that true information, which floweth from #on 70 a// 


this point wherof we now treat, and the apr — of men, 
the ſame, which haue beene ſo particulerly and plen- 
tifully related, at large vnto vs. | 

And the conſequence of rhis truth for matter of 
mſtruction lookerh , borh at the faints of God themſe/- 
wes, and {ſo at all others, that are not yet revealed'to 
be ſuch. 

For the /ormer, viz: thoſe who haue beene already 
found and approoved to be faithfull, whoſe happy 
tereſt is r {Ay vndeniable in this heayenly 
truth, it call's for their conſtant, continuall,and per- 
mn perſeverance, in that their eſtate of grace and 

olynes, the wor? whereof , is ſogood, as we have 
heard.For if our firſt being in grace (while weare yet 
but babes, or bezinwers therein) doe giue vs affurance 
of ſo much conſolation , doubtles, if we continne & 
hold out to the end,as we grow, and goe on,in grace, 
foe doth the ſweete ſayour of this happines encreaſe 
and multiply vpon vs. ButI hope the diſcovery of 
the comforts aforefayd, is ſuch , as may ſaue me the 
kbour, of any further prefling of this point vpet 
them, audthar their taſte 7 the bleſſednes hm 
N 4 ," os 
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depth, wor any of 
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ſopleaſant, as they baiie ſexe arguments within them Y 
ſufficient, bqtvto-perſwadethem totarry where they 
are ;'and to-oppole; and. tepullſe all ſuggeſtions to 
the contrary: And thereforel will not perſue them 
with more words, tor whoſe fakes eſpecially,all that 
is paſt; hath beene vttered;; and whole (ſetled refolu- 
tions touching theirſtate'ot grace , are ſuch, and ſo 
vnmoveable as was the Apgfes, who fayd , [Tam ſure, 
that neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor Principalityes, nor 
Powers , nor things preſent , nor things to come , nor heightnor 
KF creature , thalbe able to ſeparate me from 
the lowe of God ,which tin Telus Chriſt ourLord: |This was 
his, of 4imſc/f, and the Romans ; this is, and ought to be 
ours, of owr ſelues,& of all true Chriſtians ; & therein we 
will reſt, and turne our 4#peech , ynto thoſe thatyet 
are nt turned to the Lord, by any viſible maniteſta« 
tion of that faith, the vertue wherof, doth gine them 


* their part, and portion in the ſaving peace, and com- 


fort, ef that which hath beene'vttercd. | 
And what can we vrge (either more , or eſſe) vpon 
them, then that;they Should now {ar 4i//) learne'to 
lcane their former ſinfull, and vngodly condition; 
and cleave to the Lord in the power, and truth of 
ſincerity , and ſanctification ; that inaſmuch as they 
are not yet-cammorized ct the Lotd tor ſaints,nor haue 
their yarws written in the boake of life , (ſo tarre as their, 
life. Scheweth ynto men) they might now (oxce)- be» 
thinke-themſelues what they are, and come-outof 
chateſtate,wherein they cannot be happy.'- / 
 And-what more weighty, or warrhy argument can'we 
vie,then thiswhich 15 ſoe pawerfull ro peaſwade,ifit 
be duely. pondetred-of them: For. it is drawne from 


 thatwhich gatureaffecteth, and defireth {in al a 
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d | aboue «/rbjngs, ro wit, the having ofa gud, yeathe beff 


eſtate, and condition, that is to be had in this world, 


- auda much more better, in heaven , then cartbe had 


ypon ally tearmes here. And can there be a better 
eſtate, then that? or any ſo good as that? which 

Is jmpoſ/tble to be bad, at the wor##, and 

The worſt wherof, u better then the bot of any other. 

Beholde, out of this eftate a//pro/eriry is miſery , and 
init, a// miſery is proſ/erity : hane we not made it more 
then manifcit, by ſuch abundance of moſt i»/a/ible, di 
vine , and wrdenvred evidence, as neither divels , nor 
men,cau colourably gaineſay ? And is not ſuchaftate 
worth ſeeking among thoſe to whome it is ſo/ely, and 
wholey , appropriated of the Lord? who would not be 
4 Sai vpon ſuch tearmes, & embrace piety, becauſe 
of the preciousand pecrleſſe blſſedres, it bring's with 
it, vpon a mans w#verſa//ftate here , and that whichis 
eternal in heaven? why, let men learne to reaſon and 
diſpute thus. | 

It there be a ſort of people, who arc in ſuch a ſtate 
as hath beene fayd, the wor wherof is fimply good, 
and jncomparably bertey then the bef# eſtate of any 
other whatſoever; what doe I, what am1, out uf that 
ſociety? I ſee my ſelf miſerable (as Iam) at wy bet, I 
will ſurely out of my felt, and ſtrive with all my 
ſtrength to be one of thoſe men, among whome the 

axcit fare ſoe well, when they are in rhe worſt eſtate 
tat can be. 

And it(thus) God make vs able to begin toargue 
(for his glory) againſt our ſelues,when theſe firft pro- 
poſitions be well ynderſtood,and applyed of 1s, we 
shalbe. able (by his grace) to frame more comforta- 


tation, 


ble-premilfes, and'to goe forward in this ajvine diſcep- 


- 
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14tion, with conſideration of thoſe further things,the* 
conclufion and inference wherof, will miniſter-ynto 
vs yet znore conrage , to cleave vnto the Lord in the 
communion of his ſaints. | 
For why? the former argument was taken from the 
wiſeryes , grebvances, perſecutions., and oppreſſions of Gods 

ople,and yetit is powerfull, and able to conclude, 

oth a xeceſſy, (and includeth alſo an exce/ency) of our 
ſeparation from ſinners, to become of that number 


who are foe happy , in their very miſery : but chu latter” 


may be taken from the graces of the ſame men from 
whoſe diltreſſes alone , we reaſoned before; and for 
the further wooing , and fa#ter glewing of vs vnto the 
heavenly corporation, of ſuch as are happily incor 

orated into Chrict 7eſi , it may (inthe ſecond place) 
Aap axbafer thus. 


If the wort of Gods people viz : their troubles, mis) \ 


ſeryes, and .oppreflions, be ſuch as doe exceede all 
the wellbeing of other men, if in their greivances and 
vexations, it goe ſoe well with them, how happy muſt 
theſe men he conſidercd in their graces, and the em 
ployment of them? if their. bitter ſorrowes be ſos 
ſmeere, how will the freere ſap, and favour of God ſpirit 
taſte, and relish in them? it out of cruelty , tyranny; 
and ;all manner of evill foe much goad- may iſſue, 
when they.haue to doe with wicked and vnreaſona- 
ble men,who can conceive the conſolation that shall 
accrew vnto them, .in the free and peaceable excer- 
ciſe of their graces, , wherein they deale only with 
Gods owne. majeſty, and ſuch of their tellow brethe- 


renand ſifters,asare truly gracious with themſclues- 


if the troubled waters, which are ſoemuddyed with 
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che foule fruit of S4zev5,and mens mallice,may yechld 
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The Fatthfull; welfare; y 3 
fuch joy, what will flow from the bleſſed jnfluence of 
God himſelf thinke yee, when he hall leade them to 
thoſe wells of ſalvation, whence they $hall draw freed, 
and avinke their {!, of thoſe pure chriſtall treames, 
which himſelt hath diſtilled? Surely every man muſt 
needes (in all reaſon) thinke, that if their worſt eFtare 
of greife and miſery be ſo zoed,this of grace and peace, 
cannot but be berrey , and yeelde ſweeter fruit then 
the former; and ſoe the be/# effate of a wicked man, 
om ſ> farre behinde their wor/# , muſt needes be 
much more behindethis, and vtterly incomparable 
there-vnto. 

And yet; though thisbe »wch, the weft, and beff of 
all, is yet to come, viz: their ſtate of g/7y,which shal- 
be the reward both of their greivaxces,and graces alſo; 
& from that,a man whoſe hart were ſet aright; might 
bſth reaſon thus. 

Theſe men {Gods ſaints) were happier then I, at the 
worſt of their miſeryes,even in the mjdſt of theirene- 
myes;; They were yet morc happy thenſoe , when 


* with their God, and with each other among themſel- 


nes, they might peaceably. vſe their graces; the leaſt 

of theſe two, was more thenalitle beyond my beſt: 

But their be# of all , being yet to come , zo wit, their 
bleſſednes and glory in heaven, with the Go of hea- 
ven ; what shall I conceive of their inconceivabl e fe. 
lcity, then and there? and how infinitely vnhappy 
are 7, that am ſoe $short of the good they haue, in their 
wy ei//? and amnot yet come ſofarre; as to bee- 
quall with them in their meaneſt; and moft afflicted 
condition ? Surely it being ſo well with them imtheir 
greivances; it cannot but be.mach better with them in 


their graces, aud beſt of af,,in their glory. O the hydden, 
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(yer heavenh) eſtate of theſe holy ones ; which is foe 
heavenly, that it muſt be hydden , there being no poſs 
Gbiliry on earth to reveale it. 1h» would be ourgt 
that ſtate, wherein is ſoe much excellency, that every! 
evill therein, is exceeding/good, and every good excees 
deth each other? If a mans:;hart be not chayned tax 
the Divel,& by theDivell,to the woria,to be kept heres! 
in that perpetuall priſon-of infidelity, and profanesy 
which will bring him to that perairis which is due theres! 
vnto; he cannot but be drawne out of himſelf,and his 
Gnfull ſtate, with this rhreefo/ae corde, and be tyed fall 
for ever (as one enamoured and enflamed) to the 
Lord God , in the felowship of thoſe hs armrs, who has 
ving beene faithtull before him here,(both in doing his 
will, and /#ffering for the ſame) haue now nocull 16: 
wages, both of their faith, and ſufferings,in the King 
dome for which they ſuffered. wherein they shall {e# 
x 1oh, 3.2 him «+ he i, and with bins, his blefled $9», his eternall 
Spirit, his beloved Sams, in that life and jmmortality$ 
bliſſe,and felicity, which God who is faithfull,hathp ys 
formed 30 them, promiſed to vs , and toall the reſt ot his 
X#+b.17. holy ones, keeping them, whoare avreacy in attuall ps! 
#. fſefhion, not abſolutely perfect [a being yer wichout wh 
fille Shalbe brought vato zhem,8& both chey , and wh 
(and all the ele) vartothe Lord our God, ar the all 
day,to be compleate in that entyre,and eternall pz? 
ſection of glory , the hope wherof, giue's vs hart, and® 
make's vs wayte, and ſigh iq our ſoules, looking and 
longing for that glorious af Hmm of his , which” 
qgballmakevsto appeare in glory with him, for evet” 


WES 
: 


and cver. 


ANEN, 


